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Why Believe the Bible?

1. Truth corresponds to reality and is 
objective, universal and knowable. 

2. There are many good reasons from 
nature to believe that God exists. 

3. If God exists, miracles are possible. 



Why Believe the Bible?
4. The New Testament documents are 
historically reliable. 

5. The best explanation of the historically-
established facts regarding Jesus of Nazareth 
is that he miraculously rose from the dead as 
he promised, verifying that he was the unique 
Son of God from heaven as he claimed to be.    

6. If Jesus is the Son of God from heaven, his 
high view of scripture as the Word of God is 
correct and should be accepted. 
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1. Do we have an accurate 
copy of the original NT 
documents?

2. Do the original NT 
documents tell the truth?



Summary of the two Gaps 

Events
30 AD

Originals 
Written
50-90AD

Oral 
Tradition Gap 
(20-60 years)

Earliest 
Extant 
Copies

100 AD 200 AD 300 AD 400 AD
Century 1st 2nd 3rd 4th

12 mss 64 mss 48 mss

Per Daniel Wallace 2011

Manuscript 
Gap 



http://www.apologetics315.com/2012/02/debate-daniel-wallace-
bart-ehrman-2012.html



Darrell Bock, PhD
“Minding the Gap: From 
Event to Gospel – Orality, 
Memory, Eyewitnesses, 
and Gospel Differences”

•Orality is a different kind of remembering

•When one is used to it, it is done better

•Not the telephone game

•Core is surely right

•The importance of Paul: knew the debate, 
knew the events, knew the tradition and 
was in Jerusalem at the time.

•The gap was not as great time wise as it is 
made out to be.

The gap between the events in Jesus’ life (30s AD) to the writing of the 
Gospels (50/60-90s)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EPWTbf8C-8
Full Outline at http://treymcclain.com/eps15_bock/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EPWTbf8C-8
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Why I Know the Gospels Were Written Early

Why I Know the Gospels Were Written Early
J. Warner Wallace

http://coldcasechristianity.com/2015/why-i-know-the-
gospels-were-written-early-free-bible-insert/







Why Believe the Bible?
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Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture

Concerning Your testimonies, I have known of 
old that You have founded them forever. (Ps 
119:152)

The entirety of Your word is truth,
And every one of Your righteous judgments 
endures forever (Ps 119:160).

The grass withers, the flower fades,
But the word of our God stands forever. (Isa 
40:8)



Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture

But He answered and said, “It is written, Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” 
(Mt 4:4)

For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and 
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no 
means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. (Mt 
5:18).

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My 
words will by no means pass away. (Mt 24:35)



Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture

If He called them gods, to whom the word of 
God came (and the Scripture cannot be 
broken),…(Jn 10:35)

Blessed is he who reads and those who hear 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written in it… (Rev 1:3).



Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture

For I testify to everyone who hears the words 
of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds 
to these things, God will add to him the 
plagues that are written in this book;  and if 
anyone takes away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part from the Book of Life, from the holy 
city, and from the things which are written in 
this book. (Rev 22:18-19)



Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture

…and that from childhood you have known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus.
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness,  
that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work 
(2Tim 3:15-17).



Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in 
the Scriptures: …”(Mt 21:42)

Jesus answered and said to them, “You are 
mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the 
power of God.” (Mt 22:29)

“You search the Scriptures, for in them you 
think you have eternal life;…” (Jn 5:39)



Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture

And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him.  
The place in the Scripture which he read was 
this: He was led as a sheep…Acts 8:32

Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, 
and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from 
the Scriptures,..(Acts 17:2)

These were more fair-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 
all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily 
to find out whether these things were so. (Acts 
17:11)



The Bible as God’s Word

1. God has spoken through his Son Jesus, the Word 
made flesh (Jn 1:1, 14; Heb 1:1).

2. Jesus spoke to mankind through all he did and said.

3. An important aspect of Jesus’ earthly ministry was 
his teaching and preaching. He did not speak in a 
heavenly language, but the earthly languages of 
mankind. 



The Bible as God’s Word
4. Jesus referred to the Old Testament documents 

of his day as scripture (γραφή) from God. (Mat 
4:4-7; 5:17-18; 21:42; 19:4-5; 22:29; 26:54-56; Mark 
12:10; 14:49; Luke 4:21; 24:25-27,32,45; John 
5:39; 7:38; 13:18; 17:12, 17; 19:28). 

He also viewed his own words to be God's words 
(John 6:63; 8:28; 12:49; 14:10; Matt 5:22,28,32,34; 
Luke 21:33). Jesus endorsed the New Testament 
scriptures by promising to send the Holy Spirit to 
guide the apostles into all truth and bring to their 
remembrance all things he had said to them (John 
14:26; 16:13). See Why Believe the Bible.

http://studies.travisechols.com/Apologetics%20Course%20Outline.pdf


The Bible as God’s Word

5. The two major languages of scripture, Hebrew (Old 
Testament) and koine Greek (New Testament), were 
the human languages of the time and geography in 
which the scriptures were given. 

These ordinary words of human languages 
providentially, faithfully, and truthfully convey God’s 
revelatory message; hence they are the words of God 
(Psalm 119:160; Prov 4:4-5; 30:6; Matt 24:35; Jn 6:63; 
14:23; 1Thes 2:13; Rev 22:18-19). 

God has always known and purposed that human language (with all its strengths 
and weaknesses as a form of communication) would be his means of 
communicating to mankind.  



The Bible as God’s Word

6. God gives Christians “speaking gifts” to 
communicate his truth through human 
language (Acts 2; 1Cor 12). 

For example:
 prophesying (προφητεία), 
 word of knowledge (λόγος γνῶσις), 
 speaking in different languages (γένη 

γλωσσῶν), and 
 interpreting languages (ἑρμηνεία γλωσσῶν)

See Speaking with Tongues

http://studies.travisechols.com/Tongues.pdf


The Bible as God’s Word

7. God has expressed his desire for people to 
understand him in their own language. If we 
speak to people in a language that they do not 
know (i.e., an unknown tongue), they will not 
understand what we say and therefore they will 
not be edified. 

To fulfill the great commission, God uses people to 
speak and translate his words into different 
languages so other people can understand God’s 
words in their own tongue (Acts 2; 1Cor 12-14). 



The Bible as God’s Word

8. Scripture self-attests to the importance of its 
“words” because words convey meaning. 
Generally, to change the words of a text is to 
change the meaning. However, because of God’s 
reversal of Babel in Acts 2 and his empowering of 
the speaking gifts to communicate the gospel 
worldwide, it can be concluded that words in 
different languages than the original languages 
can be the words of God also--inasmuch as they 
have the same meaning as the original words. 
Therefore, the goal of translating is to convey the 
meaning from the original languages to the 
different human languages of the world. 



The Bible as God’s Word
9. The scriptures did not come into existence 

through the private interpretation of the human 
author. Rather, the Holy Spirit moved holy men to 
speak words which were then written down by 
either themselves or a secretary. 

These canonical writings are referred to as scripture 
and as the word of God (2Peter 1:21 with 3:15-16 and 
Rom 16:22; 1Cor 2:12-13; 14:37; 1Thes 2:13). The 
scriptures are a surer word from God than hearing 
God’s voice (2Pet 1:19).  2Peter 1:17-21 affirms that 
the scriptures originated with the autographs (i.e., 
the original manuscripts dispatched by the holy 
men). 



The Bible as God’s Word

10.All scripture is θεόπνευστος (God-breathed, 
translated “given by inspiration of God”) and is 
essential to the believer’s relationship with God 
and to his fellow man (2Tim 3:16,17). The 
scriptures are a vital and integral means by which 
God accomplishes his purposes in the world. See 
The Scriptures. 

It is important not to get lost in the mechanics of inspiration and forget 
that it is the product (i.e., the written words) that are God-breathed. 

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Scriptures.pdf


The Bible as God’s Word

11.The term “scripture” (γραφὴ) cannot be confined 
to the autographs. Jesus and the apostles 
referred to the apographs (copies) and/or 
translations to which they had access as 
"scripture" (2Tim 3:15-16; Matt 21:42; 22:29; Jn 
5:39; Acts 17:2, 11; 8:32). 

Note: The words of scripture had endured via the 
copies and/or translations well beyond the 
perishable material upon which the Old Testament 
words were written. The words of scripture should 
never be conflated with the physical paper and ink 
used to record those words. 



The Bible as God’s Word

12.A review of the historical data and manuscript 
evidence indicates that God’s means of 
preserving scripture was 
• meticulous copying (as with the Old Testament 

Hebrew scriptures), 
• extensive copying (as with the New Testament 

Greek scriptures), and 
• usage in the church through preaching, 

teaching, and translating the scriptures. 



The Bible as God’s Word

What about the textual differences 
in the copies?



Center for the Study of New Testament Manuscripts 
(CSNTM)



Gregory
-Aland 
Number

Type Date Description Location Shelf 
Number Link



We do not have the autographs, but a vast 
collection of manuscript copies, lectionaries, 
patristic quotes, and translations. 

Liberal New Testament textual critics believe the 
New Testament original text cannot be 
reconstructed. 

Conservative textual critics believe it generally 
can, estimating that only around 1400 words 
(1%) remain in doubt out of the approximately 
140,000 words in the Greek New Testament. 



Due to the abundance of manuscripts, there 
are many variant readings in the manuscripts 
(estimated 200,000 to 400,000 variants in the 
2.5 million pages of the almost 6000 extant 
Greek manuscripts–conservatively 1 variant 
per 6.25 pages). 



 It was difficult for New Testament scribes to hand 
copy each document. They did not have eye glasses 
and some koiné Greek manuscripts do not have 
spaces between words. Also, even simple Greek 
sentences can be spelled many different ways. 

 Short of a miraculous supervision of every scribe 
who copied over 1500 years, these types and 
number of variants are normal, if not less severe and 
numerous than would be expected. 



The vast majority of variants are insignificant 
spelling, word order, and synonym differences 
that do not affect the fundamental meaning 
of the text. Only a very small percentage of 
the viable variants (estimated at 0.25% of the 
text) are significant to the meaning or 
implications of the text. 



 These textual differences have varying degrees of 
significance. For example, compare different Bible 
versions (particularly the Textus Receptus/Majority 
Text/KJV/NKJV versus the Critical Nestlé-Aland 
Text/NIV/ NASB/ESV) at Matt 1:25; 19:9b; Mark 1:2-
3; 41; 16:9-20; [Matt 17:21; Mk 9:29]; Luke 2:33; 
23:42; Jn 1:18; 4:1; 7:53-8:11; 14:14; Acts 8:37; Rom 
8:1b; 14:10; Col 1:14; 1Thes 2:7; 1Tim 3:16; Heb
3:16; 1Jn 5:7. 

See Bible Differences

http://studies.travisechols.com/Bible%20Differences.pdf


While differences exist in the particulars in a 
relatively small number of places, which may 
strengthen or weaken the case for certain doctrines, 
none of these differences in the Greek manuscripts, 
Greek printed texts, or mainstream English Bibles 
[KJV, NKJV, NASB, NIV, ESV, etc.] jeopardize any 
essential doctrine of the Christian faith. Sources 
used: Daniel Wallace, Peter J. Williams



Matt 17:21

Textual Differences

The Byzantine/Textus Receptus/Majority/KJV/NKJV text has Jesus commending prayer and 
fasting.  
The Alexandrian/Nestle-Aland/UBS/NAS/NIV text does not have this verse. 



Mk 9:29

Textual Differences

The Byzantine/Textus Receptus/Majority/KJV/NKJV text has Jesus saying “and fasting”.  
The Alexandrian/Nestle-Aland/UBS/NAS/NIV text does not have these words. 



Jn 14:14

Textual Differences

The Byzantine/Textus Receptus/Majority/KJV/NKJV text does not have the 
word “me”. The Alexandrian/ Nestle-Aland/UBS/NAS/NIV text has the word 
“me”, having Jesus teaching the disciples to pray to Jesus in Jesus’ 
name. 



Acts 8:37

Textual Differences

The Textus Receptus/KJV text has verse 37. The Alexandrian/Nestle-
Aland/UBS/NAS/NIV text as well as the Byzantine/Majority text does 
not have this verse. 



Andrew Wilson, New Testament Textual Criticism Theory and Research



Textual Philosophies
• Reasoned Eclecticism -- the modern method of New Testament textual 

criticism. Philosophy of most new Bibles translated from the Critical Text 
(UBS and Nestle-Aland). Prefers the shorter, harder, disharmonized, and 
harsher forms of text. Strong Alexandrian priority. Advocated by textual 
critics such as Daniel Wallace and Gordon Fee.

• Alternatives to reasoned eclecticism are 
• Dennis Kenaga, Skeptical Trends in New Testament Textual Criticism
• James Royse, The Treatment of Scribal Leaps in Metzger's Textual Commentary
• Reasoned Conservatism, D. A. Black, New Testament Textual Criticism: a 

Concise Guide, 
• Harry Sturz, The Byzantine Text-type and New Testament Textual Criticism, 
• Maurice Robinson, Byzantine Priority
• Zane Hodges, The Majority Text
• Geneological Theory offered by James D. Price 
• Textus Receptus traditional approach, Donald Waite, Douglas Wilson, Ed Hills, 

Ted Letis



Four Views of the 
Preservation of Scripture

See Four Views of the Preservation of Scriptures

Scripture does not 
Promise 

Preservation, but 
the Scriptures are 

Essentially 
Preserved

(Daniel Wallace, 
Edward Glenny)

Scripture Promises 
Preservation

and the Scriptures 
are Essentially 

Preserved
(William W. 

Combs)

Scripture Promises 
Perfect Preservation 
and the Scriptures 

are Perfectly 
Preserved, but Not 
Necessarily in one 

Standard Text
(James D. Price)

Scripture Promises 
Perfect Preservation 

and the Scriptures are 
Perfectly Preserved and 
can be Identified with 

Certainty in one 
Standard Text

(Edward F. Hills, 
Theodore P. Letis)

Scriptural Position on Preservation
The Bible does not 
teach a doctrine of 
scripture preservation

The Bible teaches a 
doctrine of preservation 
but not pertaining to the 
exact words of scripture 
(Psalm 119:152, 160; Isa 
40:8; Matt 5:18; 24:35; Jn 
10:35)

The Bible teaches a 
doctrine of preservation 
including the words of 
scripture (Psalm 12:5-6; 
119:152, 160; Isa 40:8; 
Matt 4:4; 5:18; 24:35; Jn 
10:35; Rev 1:3; 22:18-19)

The Bible teaches a 
doctrine of preservation 
including the words of 
scripture (Psalm 12:5-6; 
119:152, 160; Isa 40:8; 
Matt 4:4; 5:18; 24:35; Jn 
10:35; Rev 1:3; 22:18-
19)

http://studies.travisechols.com/Four%20views%20on%20Preservation.pdf


The KJV/NKJV says Jesus “opened his mouth” per the 
Greek text. The NIV11 says he “began to teach”, 
attempting to translate the thought rather than the 
Greek words.



The KJV/NKJV text says “from his mother’s 
womb” per the Greek text. The NIV11 says he 
“before he is born” attempting to translate the 
thought rather than Greek words.



The KJV/NKJV text says “child”. The NIV11 
says “servant” from the same Greek word. 



The KJV/NKJV text says “servant”. The NIV11 
says “deacon” from the same Greek word. 



The Bible as God’s Word



The Bible as God’s Word



The Bible as God’s Word



The Bible as God’s Word
English Bible Translation Comparison Chart



The Bible as God’s Word
To make an informed decision about Bible translations, 
there are at least three important questions to ask:

1. What is your understanding of the nature of 
scripture? (i.e., How do you harmonize the 
manuscript evidence with what Jesus and the 
apostles said about scripture?)

2. What is your textual theory? (i.e., Which 
manuscripts/readings best match the originals 
regarding the differences?)

3. What is your translation theory? (i.e., Which 
translation method best conveys the original 
meaning?)
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