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Lesson 1. Introduction, History of 

Interpretation, and the Bible as God’s Word



How to Interpret the Bible
There are so many 
Christian denominations 
with different 
interpretations. 

How can anyone know 
which view is true, if any?

You can make the Bible 
say anything.



5 Principles to Follow

1. The text should be read in its normal sense
2. The word of God is logical
3. All the different types of language used in 

Scripture presuppose that there is a reality 
described

4. Interpret personal experiences in light of 
Scripture, not vice versa

5. The Scripture has one meaning, but it has many 
applications

Six-week course outline
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8 Errors to Avoid

1. Psychoanalysis fallacy
2. Word study fallacies
3. Error of allegorizing
4. Error of spiritualizing
5. Error of moralizing
6. Error of focusing on “the facts”
7. Error of imitating Bible characters
8. Confusing the role of the Holy Spirit

Six-week course outline
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1. Introduction, History of Interpretation, and the 
Bible as God’s Word (pages 1-12)*

2. Textual Criticism and Bible Translations (13-28)
3. Five Principles of Interpretation (29-34)
4. Genre and Language (35-57)
5. Eight Interpretation Fallacies and Bible 

Difficulties (57-65) 
6. Inerrancy Debate and Case Studies (78-91)

Six-week course outline

*Reading to Grow by Bernard James Mauser
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Master Tyndale happened to be in the 
company of a certain divine, recounted for 
a learned man, and, in communing and 
disputing with him, he drove him to that 
issue, that the said great doctor burst out 
into these blasphemous words, “We were 
better to be without God’s laws than the 
pope’s.” Master Tyndale, hearing this, full 
of godly zeal, and not bearing that 
blasphemous saying, replied, “I defy the 
pope, and all his laws;” and added, “If God 
spare my life, I will make a boy that driveth
the plough know more of the Scripture than 
thou dost.” from John Foxe’s Book of 
Martyrs

William Tyndale (c. 1494 –
c. 6 October 1536) The first 
man to translate the New 
Testament in Engish directly 
from the Greek texts. He was 
martyred by the Roman 
Church for it.
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Many years ago I read Gordon Fee and Douglas 
Stuart’s book, How to Read the Bible for All its 
Worth. Afterward I told my wife in all seriousness 
that I would never want to be part of any Bible 
study group that didn’t first take a few weeks to 
read and discuss this book. I was convinced that 
if people were not committed enough to take the 
necessary time to process and understand the 
basic principles of biblical hermeneutics (i.e., the 
basic principles of biblical interpretation) then any 
attempt at a serious and substantive Bible study 
would probably be an exercise in futility. 
Furthermore, I was convinced that if people would 
take the time to read and process this book, it 
would probably eliminate most of the theological 
and hermeneutical problems that cause friction 
among Christians. 
An Introduction to Bibliology (page 1)    

Dr. Jefrey Breshears, 
historian and founder 
of the Areopagus 
Christian Study 
Center 
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The main things to know about God, 
salvation, and how to live are so 
accessible that a child can understand 
them. 

The Bible is also so rich that the greatest 
scholar can spend his life plumbing the 
depths.

B. Mauser, Reading to Grow
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Study to show yourself approved unto God, 
a workman that needs not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. (2Tim 2:15)

Skill in the word requires hard work. It is in 
the hard work of digging into the word that 
spiritual growth occurs. 

How to Interpret the Bible



For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled 
in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But 
solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that 
is, those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil. Therefore, 
leaving the discussion of the elementary principles 
of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again 
the foundation of repentance from dead works and 
of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of 
laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and 
of eternal judgment. (Heb 5:13-6:2)
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The text of the Bible communicates objective 
truth that can be understood. Some parts are 
difficult to understand, but not impossible. 
Continued growth in understanding comes 
through praise, prayer, humility, study, and 
obedience. 

Also, since God used human writers to pen 
his word in human language to communicate 
to human beings, valid principles of human 
language interpretation and application 
should always be observed. 

Introduction
How to Interpret the Bible
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Key definitions

1. Hermeneutics--The rules of interpreting what is 
communicated (the art and science of interpretation)

2. Exegesis--Extracting from the text the meaning that 
the author intended for his envisaged readers. 
Conversely, eisegesis is reading into the text what 
isn’t there (reading your own meaning into the text 
rather than the original author’s).

3. Biblical theology—the careful exegesis of a biblical 
book or corpus (Pauline, synoptic, John, etc) to 
understand what God is saying through that book or 
corpus at that time in history with that particular 
vocabulary
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Key definitions

4. Systematic theology—the careful arrangement of 
truths in a self-consistent whole, relating each text of 
the Bible with all other texts of the Bible*

5. Biblical Criticism—The critical study of the Bible 
(textual, source, form, redaction, literary, 
sociological). Textual criticism seeks to discover the 
text the author likely wrote. However, the other forms 
of criticism which can be helpful in interpretation are 
often loaded with unjustified skeptical (closed-
system, anti-miracle) presuppositions that undermine 
biblical authority.  

How to Interpret the Bible

*Systematic theology, more broadly speaking, harmonizes natural 
theology (from God’s general revelation, i.e., nature) with biblical theology 
(from God’s special revelation, i.e., the Bible)



Careful exegesis should  
always precede comparison, 
harmonization, and application

i.e., Biblical theology should 
always precede systematic
theology
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Failure to do good biblical 
theology first can cause you to 
blur over important distinctions 
and distort your doctrinal 
understanding of a text with a 
pre-decided system or 
confession 

How to Interpret the Bible



Failure to do good systematic 
theology can leave you with a 
disarranged and/or incoherent 
understanding of the doctrines 
of the Christian faith* 
*The “analogy of faith” principle states that since all 
scriptures are harmoniously united with no 
contradictions, every proposed interpretation of any 
passage must be compared with what other parts of 
the Bible teach
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1. Prayerfully read and reread in context

2. Make observations. Ask questions (who, what, when, 
where, how, and why). 

3. Study to form your own ideas on the original meaning 
first and then the implications/applications for today. 
Pray to grasp the value and significance of the text.

4. Compare your ideas with other believer’s ideas and the 
best scholars (for and against your view), using sound 
reason with the Bible as your final authority (being 
humble and teachable, following the evidence wherever 
it leads)

5. Repeat the process 

How to Interpret the Bible
The Basic Practical steps for the Christian



The main tools in Bible interpretation

1. English Bible translations--Have a few for comparison 
but one for memorization (KJV, NKJV, RSV, ASV, 
NASB, NIV, ESV)

2. Bible dictionaries--For word meanings and cross 
references. English suffices if matched with your 
translation but original languages preferred. 
(Freedman, Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible; Bock 
and Merrill, The Bible Knowledge Key Word Study; 
Owens, Analytical Key to the Old Testament; Mounce, 
Analytical Lexicon to the Greek New Testament)  

3. Concordance--For every usage of a word and its 
context (English: Strong’s exhaustive for KJV, 
Zondervan for NASB, etc; Original Languages: 
Kohlenberger and Swanson, Hebrew-English OT, 
Greek-English NT)
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For deeper study in Bible interpretation

4. Commentaries--To read and compare scholars’ 
interpretation of texts. Devotional/practical (Matthew 
Henry; Albert Barnes); Technical (R. K. Harrison, F.F. 
Bruce, D.J. Watts, D.A. Hagner) 

5. Systematic Theologies--To read and compare 
scholars’ topical conclusions and methods of various 
texts (Norm Geisler, Millard Erickson, Charles Ryrie) 

6. White papers, books, debates and lectures on Bible 
topics--To read and compare scholars with specialties 
in different fields of study

7. Original language Bibles and Interlinear 
translations—To study the words and text in the 
original languages (TR, Majority Text, NA28 or UBS5). 
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For deeper study in Bible interpretation

8. Books on Bible interpretation--To help you better 
interpret scripture and analyze conflicting views 
(Bernard Mauser, Thomas Howe on objectivity, Roy 
Zuck, Louis Berkhoff,  Klein/Blomberg/Hubbard)  

9. Original Language Bibles with critical apparatus--For 
textual criticism and other technical matters

10. Books on Bible History and Cultures 
11. Original language grammars and helps--To gain a 

better understanding of the original languages
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A few apps that combine these tools electronically 

 Logos Bible Software (expensive)

 Accordance Bible Software (moderately priced)

 Olive Tree Bible Software (very affordable)
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Some practical guidelines

 Challenge yourself to grow in grace and knowledge 
(never allow spiritual stagnation) 

 Proceed at your pace, as you are comfortable

 Obey what you know

 Fellowship with other believers who are hungry to 
grow

 Learn from many good teachers and learn to critique 
them (know their strengths and weaknesses) 

 Always maintain the Bible as your final authority
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1) Jewish Interpretation
a) Levites interpreted in late 6th century BC (Neh 8:7-8)
b) Jews honed hermeneutics in the late inter-testamental period

i) Hellenistic Judaism in Alexandria, Egypt mixed Platonism and 
thus allegorically interpreted Scripture (Philo 20 B.C.- A.D. 54) 

ii)Qumran community sought to contemporize scriptures to fit 
events of their times

iii)Rabbinic Judaism focused on obedience to the Torah and the 
rabbinic traditions. Used literal interpretation—sometimes 
wooden literal—and the practice of midrash which sought deeper 
meanings from the text. Used cross references and analogous 
words and phrases, but also fragmented scripture, applying 
portions independent of context

Source: Introduction to Biblical Interpretation by William Klein, Craig 
Blomberg, and Robert Hubbard, Jr.   
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1) The Apostolic Period (ca. A.D. 30-100)
a) Apostles fundamentally used a literal hermeneutic with 

an emphasis on Jesus fulfilling the Old Testament 
Messianic prophecies 

b) Apostles used typological method of interpretation—
seeing the events, objects, and ideas in the Old Testament 
as being patterns, symbols, and shadows fulfilled in 
substance in the New Testament (e.g., Matthew and 
Hebrews) 

c) Apostles used principle/application method, applying an 
Old Testament passage’s underlying principle to a 
situation different from but comparable to the original 
context (e.g., Hosea 2:23; 1Cor 9:9 with 1Tim 5:17-18)

Source: Introduction to Biblical Interpretation by William Klein, Craig 
Blomberg, and Robert Hubbard, Jr.   
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1) The Patristic Period (ca. A.D. 100-590)
a) The Apostolic Fathers (ca. A.D. 100-150)

i) They occasionally used typology
ii)They used allegorical approach most often 

for Old Testament
iii)They occasionally used midrashic

interpretive method similar to rabbis and the 
Qumran secretaries

iv)The traditional method emerged (correct 
interpretation is that which the churches had 
already taught)

Source: Introduction to Biblical Interpretation by William Klein, Craig 
Blomberg, and Robert Hubbard, Jr.   
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a) The Alexandrian School (ca. A.D. 150-400)
i) Tended to interpret all Old Testament 

scripture in light of one key theological idea 
(the person of Christ)

ii)Used allegorical method like Alexandrian 
Jewish scholar Philo

iii)Clement of Alexandria taught two-fold 
interpretation (literal and spiritual)

iv)Origen used three-fold interpretation 
(adding “moral” category)

Source: Introduction to Biblical Interpretation by William Klein, Craig 
Blomberg, and Robert Hubbard, Jr.   
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a) Church Councils (ca. A.D. 400-590)
i) Politics begin to exercise authority over the 

Church’s interpretation
ii)Emperor pressured Church to settle its 

difference
iii)Augustine formed a comprehensive 

hermeneutics
(1)Focus on literal meaning
(2)When literal doesn’t make sense 

interpret figuratively or allegorically
(a)Consult clearer passages
(b)Consult Church tradition
(c)Consult context

Source: Introduction to Biblical Interpretation by William Klein, Craig 
Blomberg, and Robert Hubbard, Jr.   

History of Bible Interpretation



History of Bible Interpretation
1) The Middle Ages (ca. A.D. 590-1500)

a) Depended heavily on traditional method
b) Allegorical method dominated (many believed a text had four 

meanings)
i) Literal (Jerusalem = ancient Jewish City)
ii)Allegorical (Jerusalem = the Christian Church)
iii)Moral (Jerusalem = the faithful soul)
iv)Analogical (Jerusalem = the heavenly city)

c) Used historical interpretation (consulting Jewish authorities)
d) Scholasticism (sorted out relationship between faith and reason) 

influenced a literal approach
e) Thomas Aquinas propounded literal approach as the basis on which 

the other senses (allegorical, analogical, etc.) rested and contained 
everything necessary to faith

Source: Introduction to Biblical Interpretation by William Klein, Craig 
Blomberg, and Robert Hubbard, Jr.   



1) The Reformation (ca. A.D. 1500-1650)
a) New emphasis on original languages 

i) In A.D. 1516 Erasmus published the first modern edition of the Greek New 
Testament

ii) Exposed errors in the Latin Vulgate
b) A growing dissatisfaction of the allegorical method (At end of 15th century, Geiler

Kaiserberg said allegorical method had made Scripture a “nose of wax”). Many 
rued the arbitrary, speculative nature of allegory.

c) Martin Luther broke with church tradition and allegory and adopted a literal and 
typological approach

d) John Calvin rejected allegory in favor of historical interpretation
e) Anabaptists and Mennonites rejected church tradition and allegory and 

emphasized the priority of the New Testament and the perspicuity of Scripture. As 
a community, Christians could together understand and apply Scripture toward 
correct theology and personal piety 

f) Roman Catholic counter-reformation emphasized Scripture and tradition as 
authoritative. Correct interpretation was established by the popes and church 

councils and the Vulgate was affirmed as the authentic Bible.
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1) The Modern Period (ca. A.D. 1800-Present)
a) The Nineteenth Century

i) Unprecedented expansion in missions and repudiation of 
Christianity among intellectuals

ii)Advances in science and an evolution paradigm birthed the 
historical-critical method, led by German rationalists (F.C. Baur, 
Julius Wellhausen, Adolf von Harnack)

(1)Emphasized human reason, free of theological limitations
(2)Presupposed naturalistic worldview (no miracles), Bible 

authors were primitive compared to modern interpreters, 
and Bible truths were time-bound versus timeless 

iii)Liberals critiqued effectively by  J.B. Lightfoot, B.B. Warfield, 
W.H. Green, W.J. Beecher

iv)Restoration Movement of B.W. Stone and Alexander 
Campbell developed hermeneutical approach similar to future 
evangelicals 
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a) The Twentieth Century 
i) History of Religions approach (tracing history of ancient Near-Eastern religions, 

showed how ancient neighboring religions profoundly influenced the practice of the 
Israelites)

ii) Form Criticism focused on literary types and the hermeneutical methods appropriate 
for the types

iii)Karl Barth (1886-1968) critiqued liberalism and emphasized Scripture as the Word of 
God and the necessity of a personal encounter with God, but rejected biblical 
inerrancy

iv)Rudolf Bultmann (1884-1976), the father of Neo-Orthodoxy, used form criticism to 
question the historical reliability of the Gospels. Bultmann distinguished the “Jesus 
of history” (who actually lived) from the Jesus of the Christian faith. Sought to 
demythologize the Bible, rejecting “pre-scientific miracle claims.” The Bible becomes 
the word of God in a subjective personal encounter with it. Believed truth was 
paradoxical in nature, accepting apparently conflicting statements in Scripture.

v) Biblical Theology Movement revived the theological dimension of the Bible as 
opposed to the historical critical matters that formerly dominated commentaries 

vi)The New Hermeneutic (from Bultmann’s theological children) deemphasized the 
text’s historical meaning and focused on insights into human existence
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1) Recent Literary Criticism and Social-Scientific Approaches (as opposed to the 
traditional historical-grammatical analysis)

a) Literary Criticism
i) Narrative Criticism

(1)Focuses on a plot, themes, characterizations and other features of the 
“surface structure” of biblical books as literature

(2)Often assume the texts must be viewed as fiction

(3)Often depreciate the religious value of a text in favor of its aesthetics 
ii) Poststructuralism

(1)Ideologically linked to post-modernism, considers the meaning residing 
in individual readers

(2)Reader-response Criticism—Focuses on the diverse ways readers 
respond to a text versus the author’s intention

(3)Deconstructionism—All texts, even all communication, ultimately 
“deconstructs” or undermines itself. Seeks subtle inconsistencies or 
ambiguities in a text that seem hard to resolve to claim the text has no 
fixed meaning
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a) Social-Scientific Approaches
i) Two categories: Research that illuminates the social history of the biblical world 

and the application of modern theories of human behavior to scriptural texts
ii) Liberation hermeneutics—experience takes precedence over theory. Focuses on 

the financially poor, seeks imposing social justice through economic and 
political reform versus voluntary giving. Often deemphasizes spiritual salvation 

iii)Feminist hermeneutics
(1)Evangelical feminism believes scripture teaches full equality of the sexes 

and does not delineate any unique timeless roles for husband versus wife 
or male versus female

(2) Non-evangelical feminism agrees with more traditional Christians that 
parts of the Bible promote patriarchalism and bar women from certain 
roles within the family and church

iv)Homosexual hermeneutics   
(1)Evangelical homosexual hermeneutics teaches that scripture does not 

forbid homosexuality per se. 
(2) Anti-Christian homosexual hermeneutics agree with more traditional 

Christians that the Bible condemns homosexuality 
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The Bible as God’s Word
1. Truth corresponds to reality and is objective, universal and knowable. 

2. There are many good reasons from nature to believe that God exists. 

3. If God exists, miracles are possible. 

4. The New Testament documents are historically reliable. 

5. The best explanation of the historically-established facts regarding Jesus 
of Nazareth is that he miraculously rose from the dead as he promised, 
verifying that he was the unique Son of God from heaven as he claimed to 
be.    

6. If Jesus is the Son of God from heaven, his high view of scripture as the 
Word of God is correct and should be accepted. Other corroborating facts 
support this conclusion: the Bible’s unity, historical accuracy, honesty 
about the human moral condition, fulfilled predictive prophecies, and life 
transforming power as testified by millions of people, to name a few. 



Inspiration

All scripture is given by inspiration (2Timothy 3:16)

“Given by inspiration”, θεόπνευστος, means God-
breathed . Only scripture is God-breathed and thus 
only scripture can claim to be the authoritative 
words of God. 

While the speakers were moved by the Holy Spirit to 
speak, inspiration refers to the words of scripture 
not their authors. Nor does it refer to the physical 
documents upon which the words were written. 
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Inerrancy (truthful in all it affirms) flows from 
inspiration

All scripture is given by inspiration of God
God does not inspire error
Therefore the scriptures are inerrant

God cannot err
The Bible is God’s word
Therefore the Bible cannot err

Other pieces of literature can be inerrant, but 
scripture is necessarily inerrant by virtue of the fact 
that all scripture is inspired by God  

The Bible as God’s Word



http://defendinginerrancy.com/
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Impact of full inerrancy on interpretation

If the Bible is without error, not only will it be in 
agreement with external scientific and historical 
facts, it will also be internally coherent (i.e., there 
will be no internal contradictions). 

This consideration will affect your biblical theology 
as well as your systematic theology 
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Approaches of reconciling full inerrancy with  
“apparent contradictions”

1. Abstract approach of B.B. Warfield. Difficulties need 
not be explained due to the weight of evidence for 
inerrancy

2. Harmonistic approach of Edward J. Young and Louis 
Gaussen. Difficulties can be harmonized with existing 
data we have.

3. Moderate harmonization approach of Everett 
Harrison. Serious approach to harmonize as many as 
possible with available data--with others remaining 
unresolved until more data is obtained 

4. Reproduction approach suggested by Edward 
Carnell. The Bible writers reproduce erroneous 
information from other sources

Millard Erickson, Christian Theology
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Impact of inerrancy on interpretation of apparent 
contradictions

Some Christians, like Dewey Beegle, feel like the 
apparent contradictions are insoluble and are thus 
real contradictions. Hence, the view is that we 
should acknowledge that they are errors and 
construct our doctrine of inspiration around them.  

Of the Christians who say the internal problems are 
insoluble, some admit the Bible contains errors (like 
Dewey) and may uphold “infallibilty” instead of 
“inerrancy”, while others want to claim “inerrancy” 
while redefining it away from “propositional truth” or 
“correspondence theory of truth”
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My approach of reconciling full inerrancy with  
“apparent contradictions”

1. Abstract approach of B.B. Warfield. Difficulties need 
not be explained due to the weight of evidence for 
inerrancy

2. Harmonistic approach of Edward J. Young and Louis 
Gaussen. Difficulties can be harmonized with existing 
data we have.

3. Moderate harmonization approach of Everett 
Harrison. Serious approach to harmonize as many as 
possible with available data--with others remaining 
unresolved until more data is obtained 

4. Reproduction approach suggested by Edward 
Carnell. The Bible writers reproduce erroneous 
information from other sources

The Bible as God’s Word



Travis Echols
Lesson 2. Textual Criticism and Bible Translations 



1. Introduction, History of Interpretation, and the 
Bible as God’s Word (pages 1-12)*

2. Textual Criticism and Bible Translations (13-28)
3. Five Principles of Interpretation (29-34)
4. Genre and Language (35-57)
5. Eight Interpretation Fallacies and Bible 

Difficulties (57-65) 
6. Inerrancy Debate and Case Studies (78-91)

Six-week course outline

*Reading to Grow by Bernard James Mauser
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Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture

Concerning Your testimonies, I have known of 
old that You have founded them forever. (Ps 
119:152)

The entirety of Your word is truth,
And every one of Your righteous judgments 
endures forever (Ps 119:160).

The grass withers, the flower fades,
But the word of our God stands forever. (Isa 
40:8)



But He answered and said, “It is written, Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” 
(Mt 4:4)

For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and 
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no 
means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. (Mt 
5:18).

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My 
words will by no means pass away. (Mt 24:35)

Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture



If He called them gods, to whom the word of 
God came (and the Scripture cannot be 
broken),…(Jn 10:35)

Blessed is he who reads and those who hear 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written in it… (Rev 1:3).

Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture



For I testify to everyone who hears the words 
of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds 
to these things, God will add to him the 
plagues that are written in this book;  and if 
anyone takes away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part from the Book of Life, from the holy 
city, and from the things which are written in 
this book. (Rev 22:18-19)

Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture



…and that from childhood you have known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus.
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness,  
that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work 
(2Tim 3:15-17).

Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture



Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in 
the Scriptures: …”(Mt 21:42)

Jesus answered and said to them, “You are 
mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the 
power of God.” (Mt 22:29)

“You search the Scriptures, for in them you 
think you have eternal life;…” (Jn 5:39)

Bible Verses on the 
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And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him.  
The place in the Scripture which he read was 
this: He was led as a sheep…Acts 8:32

Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, 
and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from 
the Scriptures,..(Acts 17:2)

These were more fair-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 
all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily 
to find out whether these things were so. (Acts 
17:11)

Bible Verses on the 
Preservation of Scripture



1. God has spoken through his Son Jesus, the Word 
made flesh (Jn 1:1, 14; Heb 1:1).

2. Jesus spoke to mankind through all he did and said.

3. An important aspect of Jesus’ earthly ministry was 
his teaching and preaching. He did not speak in a 
heavenly language, but the earthly languages of 
mankind. 

The Bible as God’s Word



4. Jesus referred to the Old Testament documents 
of his day as scripture (γραφή) from God. (Mat 
4:4-7; 5:17-18; 21:42; 19:4-5; 22:29; 26:54-56; Mark 
12:10; 14:49; Luke 4:21; 24:25-27,32,45; John 
5:39; 7:38; 13:18; 17:12, 17; 19:28). 

He also viewed his own words to be God's words 
(John 6:63; 8:28; 12:49; 14:10; Matt 5:22,28,32,34; 
Luke 21:33). Jesus endorsed the New Testament 
scriptures by promising to send the Holy Spirit to 
guide the apostles into all truth and bring to their 
remembrance all things he had said to them (John 
14:26; 16:13). See Why Believe the Bible.

The Bible as God’s Word

http://studies.travisechols.com/Apologetics%20Course%20Outline.pdf


5. The two major languages of scripture, Hebrew (Old 
Testament) and koine Greek (New Testament), were 
the human languages of the time and geography in 
which the scriptures were given. 

These ordinary words of human languages 
providentially, faithfully, and truthfully convey God’s 
revelatory message; hence they are the words of God 
(Psalm 119:160; Prov 4:4-5; 30:6; Matt 24:35; Jn 6:63; 
14:23; 1Thes 2:13; Rev 22:18-19). 

God has always known and purposed that human language (with all its strengths 
and weaknesses as a form of communication) would be his means of 
communicating to mankind.  

The Bible as God’s Word



6. God gives Christians “speaking gifts” to 
communicate his truth through human 
language (Acts 2; 1Cor 12). 

For example:
 prophesying (προφητεία), 
 word of knowledge (λόγος γνῶσις), 
 speaking in different languages (γένη 

γλωσσῶν), and 
 interpreting languages (ἑρμηνεία γλωσσῶν)

See Speaking with Tongues

The Bible as God’s Word
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7. God has expressed his desire for people to 
understand him in their own language. If we 
speak to people in a language that they do not 
know (i.e., an unknown tongue), they will not 
understand what we say and therefore they will 
not be edified. 

To fulfill the great commission, God uses people to 
speak and translate his words into different 
languages so other people can understand God’s 
words in their own tongue (Acts 2; 1Cor 12-14). 

The Bible as God’s Word



8. Scripture self-attests to the importance of its 
“words” because words convey meaning. 
Generally, to change the words of a text is to 
change the meaning. However, because of God’s 
reversal of Babel in Acts 2 and his empowering of 
the speaking gifts to communicate the gospel 
worldwide, it can be concluded that words in 
different languages than the original languages 
can be the words of God also--inasmuch as they 
have the same meaning as the original words. 
Therefore, the goal of translating is to convey the 
meaning from the original languages to the 
different human languages of the world. 

The Bible as God’s Word



9. The scriptures did not come into existence 
through the private interpretation of the human 
author. Rather, the Holy Spirit moved holy men to 
speak words which were then written down by 
either themselves or a secretary. 

These canonical writings are referred to as scripture 
and as the word of God (2Peter 1:21 with 3:15-16 and 
Rom 16:22; 1Cor 2:12-13; 14:37; 1Thes 2:13). The 
scriptures are a surer word from God than hearing 
God’s voice (2Pet 1:19).  2Peter 1:17-21 affirms that 
the scriptures originated with the autographs (i.e., 
the original manuscripts dispatched by the holy 
men). 

The Bible as God’s Word



10.All scripture is θεόπνευστος (God-breathed, 
translated “given by inspiration of God”) and is 
essential to the believer’s relationship with God 
and to his fellow man (2Tim 3:16,17). The 
scriptures are a vital and integral means by which 
God accomplishes his purposes in the world. See 
The Scriptures. 

It is important not to get lost in the mechanics of inspiration and forget 
that it is the product (i.e., the written words) that are God-breathed. 

The Bible as God’s Word

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Scriptures.pdf


11.The term “scripture” (γραφὴ) cannot be confined 
to the autographs. Jesus and the apostles 
referred to the apographs (copies) and/or 
translations to which they had access as 
"scripture" (2Tim 3:15-16; Matt 21:42; 22:29; Jn 
5:39; Acts 17:2, 11; 8:32). 

Note: The words of scripture had endured via the 
copies and/or translations well beyond the 
perishable material upon which the Old Testament 
words were written. The words of scripture should 
never be conflated with the physical paper and ink 
used to record those words. 

The Bible as God’s Word



12.A review of the historical data and manuscript 
evidence indicates that God’s means of 
preserving scripture was 
• meticulous copying (as with the Old Testament 

Hebrew scriptures), 
• extensive copying (as with the New Testament 

Greek scriptures), and 
• usage in the church through preaching, 

teaching, and translating the scriptures. 

The Bible as God’s Word



What about the textual differences 
in the copies?

The Bible as God’s Word



Center for the Study of New Testament Manuscripts 
(CSNTM)



Gregory
-Aland 
Number

Type Date Description Location Shelf 
Number Link



We do not have the autographs, but a vast 
collection of manuscript copies, lectionaries, 
patristic quotes, and translations. 

Liberal New Testament textual critics believe the 
New Testament original text cannot be 
reconstructed. 

Conservative textual critics believe it generally 
can, estimating that only around 1400 words 
(1%) remain in doubt out of the approximately 
140,000 words in the Greek New Testament. 



Due to the abundance of manuscripts, there 
are many variant readings in the manuscripts 
(estimated 200,000 to 400,000 variants in the 
2.5 million pages of the almost 6000 extant 
Greek manuscripts–conservatively 1 variant 
per 6.25 pages). 



 It was difficult for New Testament scribes to hand 
copy each document. They did not have eye glasses 
and some koiné Greek manuscripts do not have 
spaces between words. Also, even simple Greek 
sentences can be spelled many different ways. 

 Short of a miraculous supervision of every scribe 
who copied over 1500 years, these types and 
number of variants are normal, if not less severe and 
numerous than would be expected. 



The vast majority of variants are insignificant 
spelling, word order, and synonym differences 
that do not affect the fundamental meaning 
of the text. Only a very small percentage of 
the viable variants (estimated at 0.25% of the 
text) are significant to the meaning or 
implications of the text. 



 These textual differences have varying degrees of 
significance. For example, compare different Bible 
versions (particularly the Textus Receptus/Majority 
Text/KJV/NKJV versus the Critical Nestlé-Aland 
Text/NIV/ NASB/ESV) at Matt 1:25; 19:9b; Mark 1:2-
3; 41; 16:9-20; [Matt 17:21; Mk 9:29]; Luke 2:33; 
23:42; Jn 1:18; 4:1; 7:53-8:11; 14:14; Acts 8:37; Rom 
8:1b; 14:10; Col 1:14; 1Thes 2:7; 1Tim 3:16; Heb
3:16; 1Jn 5:7. 

See Bible Differences

http://studies.travisechols.com/Bible%20Differences.pdf


While differences exist in the particulars in a 
relatively small number of places, which may 
strengthen or weaken the case for certain doctrines, 
none of these differences in the Greek manuscripts, 
Greek printed texts, or mainstream English Bibles 
[KJV, NKJV, NASB, NIV, ESV, etc.] jeopardize any 
essential doctrine of the Christian faith. Sources 
used: Daniel Wallace, Peter J. Williams



Matt 17:21

Textual Differences

The Byzantine/Textus Receptus/Majority/KJV/NKJV text has Jesus commending prayer and 
fasting.  
The Alexandrian/Nestle-Aland/UBS/NAS/NIV text does not have this verse. 



Mk 9:29

Textual Differences

The Byzantine/Textus Receptus/Majority/KJV/NKJV text has Jesus saying “and fasting”.  
The Alexandrian/Nestle-Aland/UBS/NAS/NIV text does not have these words. 



Jn 14:14

Textual Differences

The Byzantine/Textus Receptus/Majority/KJV/NKJV text does not have the 
word “me”. The Alexandrian/ Nestle-Aland/UBS/NAS/NIV text has the word 
“me”, having Jesus teaching the disciples to pray to Jesus in Jesus’ 
name. 



Acts 8:37

Textual Differences

The Textus Receptus/KJV text has verse 37. The Alexandrian/Nestle-
Aland/UBS/NAS/NIV text as well as the Byzantine/Majority text does 
not have this verse. 



Andrew Wilson, New Testament Textual Criticism Theory and Research



Textual Philosophies
• Reasoned Eclecticism -- the modern method of New Testament textual 

criticism. Philosophy of most new Bibles translated from the Critical Text 
(UBS and Nestle-Aland). Prefers the shorter, harder, disharmonized, and 
harsher forms of text. Strong Alexandrian priority. Advocated by textual 
critics such as Daniel Wallace and Gordon Fee.

• Alternatives to reasoned eclecticism are 
• Dennis Kenaga, Skeptical Trends in New Testament Textual Criticism
• James Royse, The Treatment of Scribal Leaps in Metzger's Textual Commentary
• Reasoned Conservatism, D. A. Black, New Testament Textual Criticism: a 

Concise Guide, 
• Harry Sturz, The Byzantine Text-type and New Testament Textual Criticism, 
• Maurice Robinson, Byzantine Priority
• Zane Hodges, The Majority Text
• Geneological Theory offered by James D. Price 
• Textus Receptus traditional approach, Donald Waite, Douglas Wilson, Ed Hills, 

Ted Letis



Four Views of the 
Preservation of Scripture

See Four Views of the Preservation of Scriptures

Scripture does not 
Promise 

Preservation, but 
the Scriptures are 

Essentially 
Preserved

(Daniel Wallace, 
Edward Glenny)

Scripture Promises 
Preservation

and the Scriptures 
are Essentially 

Preserved
(William W. 

Combs)

Scripture Promises 
Perfect Preservation 
and the Scriptures 

are Perfectly 
Preserved, but Not 
Necessarily in one 

Standard Text
(James D. Price)

Scripture Promises 
Perfect Preservation 

and the Scriptures are 
Perfectly Preserved and 
can be Identified with 

Certainty in one 
Standard Text

(Edward F. Hills, 
Theodore P. Letis)

Scriptural Position on Preservation
The Bible does not 
teach a doctrine of 
scripture preservation

The Bible teaches a 
doctrine of preservation 
but not pertaining to the 
exact words of scripture 
(Psalm 119:152, 160; Isa 
40:8; Matt 5:18; 24:35; Jn 
10:35)

The Bible teaches a 
doctrine of preservation 
including the words of 
scripture (Psalm 12:5-6; 
119:152, 160; Isa 40:8; 
Matt 4:4; 5:18; 24:35; Jn 
10:35; Rev 1:3; 22:18-19)

The Bible teaches a 
doctrine of preservation 
including the words of 
scripture (Psalm 12:5-6; 
119:152, 160; Isa 40:8; 
Matt 4:4; 5:18; 24:35; Jn 
10:35; Rev 1:3; 22:18-
19)

http://studies.travisechols.com/Four%20views%20on%20Preservation.pdf


The KJV/NKJV says Jesus “opened his mouth” per the 
Greek text. The NIV11 says he “began to teach”, 
attempting to translate the thought rather than the 
Greek words.



The KJV/NKJV text says “from his mother’s 
womb” per the Greek text. The NIV11 says he 
“before he is born” attempting to translate the 
thought rather than Greek words.



The KJV/NKJV text says “child”. The NIV11 
says “servant” from the same Greek word. 



The KJV/NKJV text says “servant”. The NIV11 
says “deacon” from the same Greek word. 









English Bible Translation Comparison Chart



To make an informed decision about Bible translations, 
there are at least three important questions to ask:

1. What is your understanding of the nature of 
scripture? (i.e., How do you harmonize the 
manuscript evidence with what Jesus and the 
apostles said about scripture?)

2. What is your textual theory? (i.e., Which 
manuscripts/readings best match the originals 
regarding the differences?)

3. What is your translation theory? (i.e., Which 
translation method best conveys the original 
meaning?)



Travis Echols
Lesson 3. Five Principles of Interpretation



How to Interpret the Bible

1. Introduction, History of Interpretation, and the 
Bible as God’s Word (pages 1-12)*

2. Textual Criticism and Bible Translations (13-28)
3. Five Principles of Interpretation (29-34)
4. Genre and Language (35-57)
5. Eight Interpretation Fallacies and Bible 

Difficulties (57-65) 
6. Inerrancy Debate and Case Studies (78-91)

Six-week course outline

*Reading to Grow by Bernard James Mauser



How to Interpret the Bible

5 Principles

1. The text should be read in its normal sense
2. The word of God is logical
3. All the different types of language used in 

Scripture presuppose that there is a reality 
described

4. Interpret personal experiences in light of 
Scripture, not vice versa

5. The Scripture has one meaning, but it has many 
applications

Six-week course outline



Hermeneutics--the rules for interpreting—to be 
used throughout the entire process of: 

 Exegesis—what the author meant to his readers, 
and 

Application—how it relates to today

Working Definitions
How to Interpret the Bible



How to Interpret the Bible

The Chicago Statement on Biblical Hermeneutics (1982) is a 
continuation and elaboration of the meaning of the Chicago 
Statement on Biblical Inerrancy (1978), particularly of Articles 
XIII, XIV, and XVIII. It is a fuller statement on the relation of 
inerrancy to hermeneutics, especially of the meaning of the 
“grammatico-historical exegesis” mentioned in Article XIII of 
the Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy which reads:

“We affirm that the text of Scripture is to be interpreted by 
grammatico-historical exegesis, taking account of its literary 
forms and devices, and that Scripture is to interpret 
Scripture. We deny the legitimacy of any treatment of the text 
or quest for sources lying behind it that leads to relativizing, 
dehistoricizing, or discounting its teaching, or rejecting its 
claims to authorship.”



How to Interpret the Bible

The basic approach of all interpretation takes into 
consideration both grammar and history (known as 
the grammatical-historical context of a passage) to 
aid in understanding.*

The literal sense of each passage should be sought 
by the grammatical-historical method, that is, by 
asking what is the linguistically natural way to 
understand the text in its historical setting. 
(Chicago Statement on Biblical Hermeneutics)

*B. Mauser, Reading to Grow 



How to Interpret the Bible

You should first approach the Bible (or any text) 
with the grammatical-historical approach, i.e., 
using the normal rules of grammar and historical 
analysis, which is the literal/natural reading, the 
way we normally think and speak and write to 
each other. 

(Start off assuming the writer was trying to 
communicate something--and not writing in 
secret code as a joke or riddle. An observation of 
the Bible text would justify this assumption, since 
it is so similar linguistically to other writings of 
the same time which had communication as it’s 
purpose.)



Ordinary-Literal Figurative-Literal
 Normal, plain, ordinary 

usage
 Plainly expressed literal 

facts

• Picturesque, out of the 
ordinary usage

• Figuratively-expressed 
literal facts

“Literal” (historical-grammatical) interpretation

Roy Zuck, Basic Bible Interpretation, p148 

How to Interpret the Bible
The grammatical-historical method



In order to exegete, you should start with the 
grammatical-historical (g-h) hermeneutical method. Any 
other starting method (like allegorical interpretation) is 

arbitrary and subjective. The g-h method, if applied 
consistently, will help you identify figures of speech, 

allegories, etc., (as we correlate that meaning of the text 
with our knowledge of the real world--e.g., we know trees 
cannot clap their hands because they have no hands, so 

we see that phrase as a figure of speech). 

A study of history can reveal the usage of various literary 
devices used in the writer’s day. 

The grammatical-historical method
How to Interpret the Bible



So the g-h method does not tie you down to a wooden-
literal approach. But notice the hermeneutical 

foundation that was used to discover figures of speech 
was the g-h method, which is the way most people 

naturally tend to communicate. This g-h hermeneutical 
foundation keeps you out of a nonsensical vicious circle.

The grammatical-historical method
How to Interpret the Bible



Roy Zuck, Basic Bible Interpretation, ch 7 

Recognizing Figures of Speech

Figure of 
speech

Definition References Example

Simile A comparison of one 
thing with another by 
using the word like or as

Luke 10:3; 
1Pet 1:24

…behold, I send you 
out as lambs among 
wolves.

Metaphor A comparison in which a 
thing represents another 
by using the word is or 
are

Isa 40:6; 
Matt 5:13

…All flesh is grass…

Hypoca-
tastasis
(hi-poe-ca-
tas’-ta-sis)

A comparison in which 
likeness is implied by a 
direct naming

Jn 1:29; 
Phil 3:2; 
Acts 20;29

Behold! The Lamb of 
God…

Involving comparison

How to Interpret the Bible



Roy Zuck, Basic Bible Interpretation, ch 7 

Recognizing Figures of Speech

Figure of 
speech

Definition References Example

Metonymy 
(mə-tŏn′ə-mē)

A substituting of one 
word for another

Mark 3:25; 
1Cor 10:21

You cannot drink 
the cup of the Lord 
and the cup of 
demons…

Synecdoche 
(sĭ-nĕk′də-kē)

Substituting of a part 
for the whole or the 
whole for the part

Prov 1:16; 
Luke 2:1

For their feet run to 
evil

Personification Ascribing human 
characteristics or 
actions to inanimate 
objects or ideas or 
animals

Isa 35:1; 
55:12; Rom 
6:9; 1Cor 
15:55

The wilderness and 
the wasteland shall 
be glad for them,
And the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom 
as the rose;

Involving substitution

How to Interpret the Bible



Roy Zuck, Basic Bible Interpretation, ch 7 

Recognizing Figures of Speech

Figure of 
speech

Definition References Example

Anthropo-
morphism

Ascribing human 
characteristics or actions 
to God

Ps 8:3; 31:2; 
2Chron 16:9

When I consider Your 
heavens, the work of 
Your fingers

Anthropo-
pathism

Ascribing human 
emotions to God

Gen 6:6; 
Zech 8:1; 

And the Lord was sorry 
that He had made 
man…and He was 
grieved in His heart

Zoomorphism Ascribing animal 
characteristics to God or 
others

Ps 91:4 He shall cover you with 
His feathers, And under 
His wings you shall take 
refuge

Euphemism Substituting an 
inoffensive or mild 
expression for an 
offensive or personal one  

Acts 7:60; 
1Thes 4:13-
15

And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep

Involving substitution (cont’d)

How to Interpret the Bible



Roy Zuck, Basic Bible Interpretation, ch 7 

Recognizing Figures of Speech

Figure of 
speech

Definition References Example

Hyberbole An exaggeration in 
which more is said 
than is literally meant

Ps 6:6; 
2Sam 1:23; 
Matt 23:24; 

All night I make my bed swim;
I drench my couch with my 
tears

Litotes
(ˈlī dəˌtēz)

An understatement in 
which less is said than 
is literally meant

Acts 12:18; 
27:20

Then, as soon as it was day, 
there was no small stir among 
the soldiers

Irony A kind of ridicule 
which sounds like a 
compliment

Job 12:2; Mk 
7:9; 1Cor 4:8

No doubt you are the people,
And wisdom will die with you!

Involving overstatement or understatement

How to Interpret the Bible



Roy Zuck, Basic Bible Interpretation, ch 7 

Recognizing Figures of Speech

Figure of 
speech

Definition References Example

Idiom An expression peculiar to a 
given language or to a people 
in a certain geographical 
location. It is a string of words 
whose meaning is different 
than the meaning conveyed by 
the individual words.

1Kings 19:20; 
Jn 2:4; Mk 
6:7;Rom 16:4

And He called 
the twelve to 
Himself, and 
began to send 
them out two 
by two

How to Interpret the Bible



Louis Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation p. 89

Recognizing Figures of Speech
How to Interpret the Bible

An allegory is an extended metaphor and should be 
interpreted as such  (e.g., Ps 80-8-15; Jn 10:1-18). The 
allegory is a figurative use and application of some fact 
or history. The allegory continually uses words in a 
metaphorical sense, and its narrative, however 
supposable within itself, is manifestly fictitious.

A parable on the other hand is itself such a supposable 
fact of history. The parable uses words on their literal 
sense, and its narrative never transgresses the limits of 
what might have been actual fact.



Starting with the grammatical-historical 
hermeneutic

There is some level of meaning/understanding 
you will receive from initially approaching the text 
this way.  

Even with the book of Revelation, one can 
immediately observe by using this method that 
this book is written in a different style because of 
its images that don’t correlate literally with the 
real world--and John’s own interpretation of some 
of the imagery.

How to Interpret the Bible



From that meaning, you can understand the 
literary genre of the text you’re reading (e.g., 
Timothy is clearly a letter written to Timothy by 
Paul, not the recounting of the history of the early 
church) 

By knowing the literary genre, you can use 
additional rules that apply only to that genre, thus 
ENHANCING your understanding. 

But you can’t start with genre. To identify the 
genre, you need a more fundamental 
hermeneutical method: the grammatical-historical 
approach. 

How to Interpret the Bible



“Meaning” is the thought or paradigm willed by the 
author to communicate to his envisaged reader

Meaning can reside then, in all three places at the same 
time: 

A. it can be in the mind of the author as the meaner, 
B. it can reside in the text as meant, and
C. it can reside in the reader as meaning. 

Characteristics of Meaning
How to Interpret the Bible



MeaningR – Meaning with respect to referent. What is 
being spoken about (the subject or object)

MeaningS – Meaning with respect to sense. What a 
word or sentence is conveying about a subject or 
object. Sense in a word, sentence, or paragraph refers 
to what is being described.  

MeaningI – Meaning with respect to intention. We want 
the meaning the author intended. God, at times, 
intends a meaning beyond the human author’s 
understanding (Jonah, Revelation). But we are never 
warranted in inventing meaning. Beware of the 
intentional fallacy: supposing the writer meant 
something other than what he wrote.

How to Interpret the Bible

G. B. Caird, The Language and Imagery of the Bible

Characteristics of Meaning

the 
original 

objective 
meaning 

(the aim of 
exegesis)



MeaningV – Meaning with respect to value. An expression 
of personal preference. For example, “The gospel of John 
means more to me than Mark.”  

MeaningE – Meaning with respect to entailment. 
“Nationalism means war.” “Justification means 
obedience.” 

How to Interpret the Bible

G. B. Caird, The Language and Imagery of the Bible

Characteristics of Meaning

Usages of the term “meaning” to which we are not 
referring in exegesis



Some preunderstandings necessary to 
understand the Bible

 The reality of the physical world outside of our minds
 That our senses are generally reliable (even to see/hear the 

words of the Bible)
 The difference between things (e.g., earth, man, tree, stars)
 The basic laws of logic
 A correct concept of God (e.g., Does God literally have wings 

and feathers [Ps 91:4]?)
 That the Bible has an objective meaning the author(s) 

intended 
 That the Bible was written/translated in a language we can 

understand
 The correct use of history and language 
 The correct starting method of interpreting the Bible (this 

cannot come from the Bible)

How to Interpret the Bible

http://www.school.gr/world.htm


1. First Principles: The self-evident reality 
of the external world and the undeniable 

first principles of logic, truth, and 
language provide 

a point of contact between the writer and 
the reader which allows objectivity in 

interpretation and a correct 
understanding of the biblical text. 

Thomas Howe, Objectivity in Biblical Interpretation

How to Interpret the Bible



2. Hermeneutical spiral: Changeable 
aspects of the interpreter’s pre-

understanding can be adjusted by 
interacting with the 

truths of the text and adjudication 
between conflicting interpretations can 
proceed by reference to unchangeable 

first principles.

Thomas Howe, Objectivity in Biblical Interpretation

How to Interpret the Bible



You can't get your starting hermeneutics from the 
scripture itself, because you could never have any 

confidence that you properly understood the 
hermeneutical principles from the Bible unless your 

antecedent, extra-biblical hermeneutical principles used 
to understand the Biblical principles were correct to 

begin with. (Getting your hermeneutics from the Bible is 
like sawing the limb off that you're sitting on. The spiral 

needs a foundation.)

The logical order and foundation of hermeneutics 
How to Interpret the Bible



How to Interpret the Bible



Some unchangeable preunderstandings that 
allow objectivity in interpreting the Bible

The reality of the physical world outside of 
our minds

That our senses are generally reliable (even 
to see/hear the words of the Bible)

The difference between things (e.g., earth, 
man, tree, stars)

The basic laws of logic
The correct starting method of interpreting 

the Bible (this cannot come from the Bible)

How to Interpret the Bible

http://www.school.gr/world.htm


Writer
The rules and/or starting 

methodology  What it meant originally How it applies today
Roy Zuck Observation Interpretation Application
Robert Stein Subject matter—the stuff of the Bible 

like marriage customs, military tactics, 
etc.  (unbelievers as capable of 
understanding as believers)

Meaning (why the author 
wrote) (unbelievers as 
capable as believers to get 
a correct mental grasp)

Implications (author 
determined but author is 
unaware) and Significance 
(reader determined, 
reader’s response to 
meaning, Holy Spirit 
needed)

Louis Berkhof Hermeneutics (science or theory) (the 
rules of proper interpretation) 
Hermeneutics needed to exegete

Exegesis (art or practice) (includes 
integration/harmonization)

Gordon Fee Exegesis Hermeneutics
Klein 
Blomberg 
Hubbard

Hermeneutics (science and art) 
essential to understanding what it 

meant and what it means 
(hermeneutical pre-understanding can 

change as we interact with the text) 
D.A. Carson Hermeneutics--the nature of the 

interpretive process (techniques and 
pre-understandings) Hermeneutics 
serve exegesis

Exegesis—actually interpreting the text (“the text means 
such and such”)

Chicago 
Statement 

The study of the right principles for 
understanding the biblical text (both 
theoretically and 
spiritually/experientially)

Exegesis—extracting what 
the writer meant to his 
envisaged readers, and 
Integration—gaining full 
meaning by correlating it 
with other relevant biblical 
passages

Application—applying the 
exegeted teaching for the 
correcting and directing of 
our personal thought and 
action (requires spiritual 
commitment to God)



The rules and/or starting methodology  
What it meant 

originally

What it means 
to us/me 

today
Hermeneutics-- rules of interpretation used 
throughout exegesis and application. The 
Holy Spirit influences through entire process 
of correct mental grasp (meaning) and 
significance--but is essential in the latter. 
Must start with proper hermeneutic of 
grammatical-historical. Hermeneutical spiral 
built on unchangeable pre-understandings. 

Exegesis—
extracting 
what author 
meant to his 
envisaged 
reader

Application—
involves 
discerning 
implications 
and 
significance for 
today   

 Hermeneutics--the rules for interpreting the Bible—to be used throughout 
the entire process of: 

 Exegesis—what the author meant to his readers, and 

 Application—how it applies today

With no consistent terminology, my definitions are the generally more 
common and consistent with the Chicago Statement on Biblical Hermeneutics 

How to Interpret the Bible



Unreliable 
Approach 

Reader gives meaning 
(different for each 

reader)

Subjective, relative, 
untestable (no checks 

and balances), 
arbitrary

No correct 
interpretation

No way to reject an 
interpretation

No way to adjudicate 
between conflicting 

interpretations

Private interpretation 
for only an individual 

or group

Normal rules of 
language

(like people 
normally speak 

and write). 
Allows for 

figures of speech 

Apostolic 
exceptions 
(Messianic 

fuller 
meaning)

Secret 
codes

Allegorical 
hidden 

meaning

Chance 
finger 

on page

Personal 
coded 

messages for 
my personal 

situation

Reliable 
Approach

Author gives 
meaning (locked in 

time)

Objective, testable 
(checks and 

balances), based on 
rules

Correct interpretation 
possible

A way to reject  an 
interpretation

A way to adjudicate 
between conflicting 

interpretations

Meaning available to 
all believers

Function of Inspiration

Function of illumination

How to Interpret the Bible



Practices to follow

In Frank Turek’s book, Stealing from God, he suggests using the acronym 
S.T.O.P. to discover the meaning of any given biblical text. It is as 
follows:

S-Situation? What's the historical situation? What do you need to know 
about the people and events in the story? What's the larger context?

T-Type? What's the type of literature? Is it historical narrative? 
Poetry? Prophecy? Law? Wisdom? Epistle? What literary devices are 
being used: Hyperbole? Parable? Metaphor? Apocalyptic Imagery?

O-Object? Who is the object of the text? Everyone? Specific 
people? Ancient Israel? Is it the Old or New Covenant?

P-Prescription? Is this passage prescriptive for us today or merely 
descriptive of an historical event?

How to Interpret the Bible



Practices to follow
1. Observe (Ask who, what, where, when, and how)

2. Find the meaning

a. A culture/time/language/geography gap exists between Bible times and the 
21st century. (Grammars, lexicons/dictionaries, concordances, commentaries, 
Bible handbooks, and other works can help us understand the language and 
culture of the ancient world) 

b. Different kinds of literature and figures of speech are being used in the 
Bible. Different genres are to be interpreted differently. You wouldn’t interpret 
the poetry books like you would the historical books. Bible writers used 
figures of speech as we do, so a literalistic interpretation would be 
detrimental to understanding the author’s meaning.

c. Context is king. Always read and apply verses in their context. Word 
meanings are largely determined by their context in sentences. Except for the 
proverbs perhaps, sentences are understood by their paragraphs, which are 
understood by their books, which are understood by the entire Bible.

Outline from Jonathan Morrow, Welcome to College
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Practices to follow

d. Pay attention to the words, grammar, and syntax used.  (Grammars, 
concordances, commentaries, dictionaries/lexicons, and other works can 
help) 

e. Scripture helps interpret scripture. If the Bible is God’s word, it doesn’t 
contradict or err in any way. Seeking to harmonize passages without 
exegetically distorting the text will lead to a proper interpretation. For 
example, James (James 2:24) must be speaking of a different type of 
justification or faith or works than Paul (Romans 4:4-5). And since their 
use of different parts of Abraham’s life in their respective contexts bears 
this out, this is a reasonable harmonization. 

Outline from Jonathan Morrow, Welcome to College
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Practices to follow

As for Application

1. Always do exegesis before application. You can’t know how to 
apply a passage until you know what the author meant. 

2. Always ask who is saying what to whom. Context, context, 
context.

3. All scripture is for us but not all scripture is to us. Don’t apply 
a verse to you that don’t apply to you.

See my paper, The Continuation and End of the Mosaic Law  
http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the
%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf

How to Interpret the Bible
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Practices to follow
As for Application

1. Truths are absolute and universal. They are true for all people 
at all times. This is the irrefutable nature of truth (i.e., 
correspondence with reality).

2. Promises and commands are directed to certain people at 
certain times. Don’t apply a promise or command to you that 
doesn’t apply to you.

3. An implication that flows from a principle of a text (i.e., saying, 
teaching, command, or promise) may or may not apply to you. 
Other applicational factors must be considered (such as 
comparing the original context with your context). 

How to Interpret the Bible



The three most important factors in 
discovering the meaning

How to Interpret the Bible

Context, context, context



Christ’s strength to be content with plenty or 
in need (not to leap tall buildings)

How to Interpret the Bible

Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have 
learned in whatever state I am, to be 
content: I know how to be abased, and I 
know how to abound. Everywhere and in all 
things I have learned both to be full and to 
be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need. I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me. (Phil 4:11-13)
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A promise to the exiles in Babylon—
not a promise to me

How to Interpret the Bible

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 
Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you 
a future and a hope.  Then you will call upon me 
and come and pray to me, and I will hear you.  You 
will seek me and find me, when you seek me with 
all your heart.  I will be found by you, declares the 
Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather 
you from all the nations and all the places where I 
have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring 
you back to the place from which I sent you into 
exile. (Jer 29:11-14)
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Travis Echols
Lesson 4. Genre and Language



1. Introduction, History of Interpretation, and the 
Bible as God’s Word (pages 1-12)*

2. Textual Criticism and Bible Translations (13-28)
3. Five Principles of Interpretation (29-34)
4. Genre and Language (35-57)
5. Eight Interpretation Fallacies and Bible 

Difficulties (57-65) 
6. Inerrancy Debate and Case Studies (78-91)

Six-week course outline

*Reading to Grow by Bernard James Mauser
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The Canon and History
How to Interpret the Bible

Gen 1-2 Redemption Planned
Gen 3-11 Redemption Needed
Gen 12-Malachi Redemption Prepared For
Gospels Redemption Effected
Acts Redemption Propogated
Epistles Redemption Explained
Revelation Redemption Consummated 



The Covenants and History
How to Interpret the Bible

God’s plan unfolds and progresses in history  
with greater and greater revelation

The Old Covenant was types, shadows, 
prophecies, and mysteries concealed

The New Covenant is anti-type, substance 
fuflfillment, and mysteries revealed  



The Covenants and History
How to Interpret the Bible

The New Testament is the advanced and final 
revelation. The Apostles by divine revelation 
understood meaning from the Old Testament in a 
fuller sense than even the OT writer (Sensus
Plenior or “fuller sense”). 

The Apostles laid the doctrinal foundation of the 
church. No further revelation of this nature is 
needed or provided (Heb 1:1; Rev 22). 



The Covenants and History
How to Interpret the Bible

How the covenants relate depends on the degree 
you weight continuity versus discontinuity. 

Covenant theologians find more similarities 
(continuity) between the Old Covenant and the 
New Covenant, using a less literal, spiritualizing 
hermeneutic. They feel liberty to spiritualize texts 
as the Apostles did.

Dispensational theologians find more differences 
(discontinuity) between the covenants, using a 
more literal hermeneutic. They feel spiritualizing 
texts was an apostolic function of 
revelation/inspiration versus illumination.



The Covenants and History
How to Interpret the Bible

Understanding the progressive nature of 
revelation resolves many simple interpretational 
controversies. 

One can ask, “Is this interpretation consistent 
with the unfolding revelation of God in scripture? 



The Covenants and History
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Example: In Jesus’ last moments on the cross, 
was He making Mary the mother of humanity or 
the church by this statement? 

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his 
mother, “Woman, behold, your son!”  Then he 
said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And 
from that hour the disciple took her to his own 
home. (Jn 19:26-27)



The Covenants and History
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…Cont’d. Did Jesus declare Mary to be the spiritual 
mother of humanity or all believers? 

The context (Matt 19:27) would suggest not. We have 30 years of 
the early church’s history recorded in the Acts of the Apostles to 
learn if Mary was viewed in this way. We also have the teachings 
of the Apostles in the epistles to confirm or reject this 
interpretation. 

The fact is Mary is seldom even addressed in Acts and the 
epistles, much less referred to as our spiritual Mother. Jesus, 
instead is given the preeminence in scripture.

The “absence of evidence where it would be expected” makes it 
clear that the apostles did not interpret Jesus’ words to elevate 
Mary in this way. John simply was to take care of Mary as his 
mother and Mary to treat John as her son.



Literary Genres and Rules
How to Interpret the Bible

The Genre of Proverbs 
Definition: A short, pithy saying that expresses a 
general truth - exceptions are allowed. 

Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the Lord with your wealth 
and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then 
your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats 
will be bursting with wine.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein



Literary Genres and Rules
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The Genre of Proverbs 
Proverbs 15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath, 
but a harsh word stirs up anger.

Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he 
should go; even when he is old he will not depart 
from it.

Matthew 26:52 For all who take the sword will 
perish by the sword

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein



Literary Genres and Rules
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The Genre of Proverbs 
The Problem of Job. Job’s friends quote 
proverbs to Job. The problem is they universalize 
the general truth-like nature of a proverb. Job is 
the exception, but his friends failed to recognize 
it. They failed to realize that proverbs teach 
general truths but they cannot be applied 
universally.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein



Literary Genres and Rules
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The Genre of Poetry 
In poetry, words can be limited by rhythm or 
rhyme and therefore “poetic license” is 
employed which allows the writer to use words 
that may not be as precise or exact.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein



Literary Genres and Rules
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The Genre of Poetry 
In chapter 4 of Judges we are given a rather straightforward 
prose account of Deborah and Barak leading Israel in battle 
against Sisera. In chapter 5, the same account is recorded in 
poetic language in the form of a song (ballad). 

Lord, when you went out from Seir, when you marched from 
the region of Edom, the earth trembled and the heavens 
dropped, yes, the clouds dropped water. The mountains 
quaked before the Lord, even Sinai before the Lord, the God 
of Israel. (Judg.5:4-5 )

This is likely figurative language describing the literal fact 
that God led his people in battle that day.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Poetry 
Psalm 18 is a good example of poetry found used by 
psalmists. Here, David is singing for joy because God heard 
his plea for help when facing enemies. 

The Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the Most High 
uttered his voice, hailstones and coals of fire. And he sent 
out his arrows and scattered them; he flashed forth 
lightnings and routed them. (Psalm 18:13-14)

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Poetry 

1 Corinthians 15:22  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive. 

In this verse we see an example of Paul using a balanced 
rhythm to say something that is not intended as a statement 
supporting universalism

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Poetry 

Rom. 5:18  - Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation 
for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification 
and life for all men. 

Rom. 5:18 In Romans 5:15, 17, 18, & 19; Paul use a balanced 
rhythm yet again. The point is to recognize these, and not let 
your theology be defined by instances where the words are 
controlled rhythm. 

There are plenty of places where rhythm is not used from 
which we can determine that Paul was clearly not teaching 
universalism.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Types of Poetry 

Synonymous Parallelism 

Example: Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one 
who knocks it will be opened. (Matt 7:7-8) 

Ask, seek, and knock are essentially all expressing the same 
thought. Synonymous parallelism in poetry repeats the same 
thought in a variety of ways using a rhythmic pattern.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Types of Poetry 

Antithetic Parallelism 

The opposite of a synonymous parallelism is an antithetic 
parallelism in which the opposite thought is repeated. 

Example of antithetic parallelism: 

So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree 
bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 
diseased tree bear good fruit. (Matt. 7:17-18)

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Types of Poetry 

Step/Climactic Parallelism

In a step parallelism, the 1st and 2nd lines are neither 
synonymous or opposite; rather the 1st line is advanced by 
the 2nd line. 

Examples: Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever 
receives me receives him who sent me. (Matt 10:40) 

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Types of Poetry 

Chiasmic Parallelism 

These are parallel rhythms in which you find a pattern of 
parts that follow an ascending then descending order. (E.g. A, 
B-B, A) 

Example: Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted. (Matt 23:12)

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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Why use poetic language? 
Counted together, there are over 200 examples of 
synonymous and antithetic parallelisms in the 
Gospels. 

This rhythmic-type language lends itself to 
memorization which was especially important in a 
non-literal society which existed in the 1st century. 

This is evident in the way a rhythm is helpful in 
remembering the words to a song. 

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Idioms 

Idioms are a form of expression that if taken 
literally, in the context, would make little or no 
sense. 

Modern examples: 

"God bless you." (In response to a sneeze) 

"Break a leg." (A saying when someone starts a new theatre 
play)

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein



Literary Genres and Rules
How to Interpret the Bible

The Genre of Idioms 

Biblical examples 

Joshua 8:17, Judges 4:16, 2 Kings 10:21 - "No one was left.” 
(Exaggerated terminology) 

1 John 3:17 - "Shutteth up his bowels." It’s an idiom that 
means “have no pity” 

Genesis 22:17ff, Genesis 41:43, Joshua 11:4, Judges 7:12 -
"Sands of the seashore." 

Matthew 17:20, 1 Corinthians 13:2 - "Faith to move mountains" 

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Idioms 

How to detect idioms 

1. Found frequently 
2. Cannot be interpreted literally in context

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Exaggeration 

Jesus used overstatement and hyperbole, which is 
simply exaggeration for effect. Hyperbole is literally 
impossible while overstatement is literally possible 
but not intended to be interpreted in a literal fashion. 

Exaggeration can have a negative connotation, i.e. 
someone stretching the truth. However, this is a 
perfectly acceptable and legitimate genre as long as 
both parties are aware that it is exaggeration. This 
was the case for Jesus’ teaching in the NT. 
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The Genre of Exaggeration 

Hyperbolic - literally impossible 

Hyperbole is exaggeration that is so great it is 
literally impossible: 

You blind guides, you strain at a gnat and swallow a 
camel! (Matt 23:24) 
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The Genre of Exaggeration 

Another way to detect exaggerated language by 
Jesus is to note if it obviously conflicts with his 
teaching elsewhere. 

If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and 
mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:26)

We know that this is not intended to be interpreted literally 
because he teaches elsewhere to honor your father and your 
mother. 
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The Genre of Exaggeration 

Another way to detect exaggerated language by 
Jesus is to note if it conflicts with Jesus' behavior 
and actions elsewhere 

But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 
pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you. (Matt 6:6) 

This is an exaggerated message meant to discourage showy 
prayers for the purpose of calling attention to yourself. 
Obviously, this isn’t saying you have to pray in secret. E.g. the 
Lord’s Prayer is meant to be a corporate prayer.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Exaggeration 
Why use exaggeration?

It is not enough to simply recognize exaggerated 
language and say, “I don’t need to interpret that 
literally”; then move on. 

The very purpose of the overstatement is to call 
attention to what is being taught. It indicates that 
this subject is very significant and requires our 
attention. 

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Parables 

Parables are brief or extended comparisons

Parables generally teach one main point. There are 
exceptions, but essentially a parable is a 
comparison that is teaching one primary lesson. 

Avoid trying to read into the text (eisegesis) by 
pressing the details of the story. Read out of the text 
(exegesis) by looking for the main point.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Parables 
Parable of the Hidden Treasure 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells 
all that he has and buys that field. (Matt. 13-44) 

This very brief parable is an example of a similitude. The 
simple point here is to teach that God’s Kingdom is the 
greatest treasure one can have. This is placed beside the 
Parable of Fine Pearls which has the same point. There is no 
need to press the details further by trying to analyze the 
character of the man, etc. 
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The Genre of Parables 
Parable of the Dishonest Manager 

Luke 16:1-8 

Trying to press the details of this parable can lead to all sorts 
of distorted interpretations. However, the simple point to see is 
that the man was facing judgment and he prepared himself 
accordingly. He was not commended for his integrity; he was 
commended for his shrewdness. Are we at least as smart as 
this scoundrel? Are we prepared for judgment? 
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The Genre of Historical Narrative 
From the early church and up through most of the 
17th century, the facticity of Biblical narrative was 
not an issue. 

The enlightenment brought rationalism in which 
people began to doubt the miracles included in the 
historical narratives of the bible. 

The result was a polarization of two extremes: 
supernaturalists and non-supernaturalists.
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The Genre of Historical Narrative 
Supernaturalists 

This group accepted the miracles as historical 
events and therefore saw the literal meaning and the 
historical content of the text as being unified.
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The Genre of Historical Narrative 
Non-supernaturalists (naturalists) 

This group did not accept the miracles as fact but 
sought other ways of determining meaningfulness 
(significance) in the narratives. In their attempts to 
find meaning, three groups emerged:

Rationalists, Accomodationalists, Mythical 
Approach
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The Genre of Historical Narrative 
Rationalists

The interpretation should be limited to the reader’s 
understanding of what the author’s conscious intended 
meaning was. 

However, the rationalists introduced an historical assessment 
aspect to interpretation. There was a tendency to look for 
meaning in what actually happened rather than finding 
meaning with what the author was teaching. 

This presented a problem because when many of the events 
were “demiraculized”, there was nothing left of significance. 
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The Genre of Historical Narrative 
Accommodationists 

In this view, the Biblical authors knew that the miracles didn’t 
really take place. They wrote to people who believed in 
miracles, so they used fabricated miracles in order to teach 
Christian values /principles. 

This view preserved the intellectual capacity of the writer but 
not the integrity of the writer. 

This approach is hard to accept because you have essentially 
dishonest writers teaching moral Christian values.
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The Genre of Historical Narrative 
Mythical approach 

The mythical approach preserved the integrity of the authors 
but brought into question their intellect. In this view, the 
authors believed the miracles but didn’t consciously 
understand what they were really trying to communicate. 

It’s left up to the reader to find the subconscious meaning of 
the narrative. Trying to find some hypothetical subconscious 
meaning presents obvious problems but the main problem 
with this approach is in genre. Biblical narratives are not 
written in mythical literary form. Real events are described with 
real persons, in real places, and at real times.
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The Genre of Historical Narrative 
Clues to interpreting historical narrative 

The purpose of biblical narrative is not merely to tell 
what took place in the past. Rather, it is to relate 
these past events to biblical faith.
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The Genre of Historical Narrative 
Clues to interpreting historical narrative  (cont’d)

Context 
The reader seeks to understand the particular narrative in light 
of the whole book. In turn, understanding the particular aids in 
understanding the whole. 

The author assumes that his reader will be familiar with his 
whole book and will interpret a particular story in light of that. 

This is similar to the way one would use a single piece of a 
puzzle based on where it fits in the whole.
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The Genre of Historical Narrative 
Clues to interpreting historical narrative  (cont’d)

Authorial Comments 
Many times, the author will add a comment that will give the 
reader a clue about how to interpret the text. E.g.: because 
David did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and did not 
turn aside from anything that he commanded him all the days 
of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. 1 Kings 15:5 

These comments are not part of the narrative per se. These are 
editorial comments added which aid the readers in 
understanding the meaning. Often, these insertions can take 
the form summary statements. 
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The Genre of Historical Narrative 
Clues to interpreting historical narrative (cont’d)

Repetition 
Another way the author shares his meaning with the reader is 
by repetition of key themes. Highlighting the authorial 
comments is a good way to identity these repeated themes. 

E.g. in the Book of Judges, there are two repeated themes: 

 Israel’s cyclical experience of rebellion, retribution, 
repentance, and restoration. 

 The absence of leadership (See 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25)
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The Genre of New Testament Letters
How words are used

Frequency- If a term occurs several times in a passage, it is a good 
indication that the meaning of the word is important to the 
meaning of the passage. 

The role of a word in the sentence- Sometimes a particular word 
plays an essential part of a sentence. “By grace you were saved by 
faith…” Paul’s particular meaning of grace is important to know in 
understanding the sentence. 

Author definition- Important words are sometimes noted for the 
reader when the author provides a definition. E.g. Paul refers to the 
Gospel in 1 Cor. 15:1; then proceeds to define it in verses 15:3ff.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein



Literary Genres and Rules
How to Interpret the Bible

The Genre of New Testament Letters
How words are used

Letters written by the same author. The best way to determine how 
a writer is using a particular word is to look at how he uses that 
word elsewhere. 

Use of the word in the same letter or passage. Often times, it is not 
necessary to go to a different letter. The author will use the word 
more than once in the same letter in a way that is helpful in arriving 
at his intended meaning. By comparing Paul’s use of “folly” in 1 
Cor. 3:19 to his use of the same word in 1 Cor. 2:14; we can see 
that he uses it a value judgment rather than a way of describing 
incomprehension.
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The Genre of New Testament Letters
Understanding sentences

The key tool for understanding statements is grammar, which 
involves syntax structures. This varies between languages. 

In English, the position of the words in a sentence determines the 
meaning of the sentence. 

In Greek, the order of the words are irrelevant; rather it’s the 
ending of the words that determines meaning. 
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The Genre of Prophecy 
Judgment Prophecy Rule - Judgment prophecy 
assumes, even if not stated, that if the people 
repent, judgment will not come. 

Jonah 3:1-4, 10 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah 
the second time, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” So 
Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of 
the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three 
days' journey in breadth. Jonah began to go into the city, 
going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown! Jonah 3:1-4

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Prophecy 
The Language of Prophecy - Cosmic terminology. 
Prophets tend to speak in figurative language, 
using cosmic terminology.

Jeremiah 15:9 She who bore seven has grown feeble; she 
has fainted away; her sun went down while it was yet day; 
she has been shamed and disgraced. And the rest of them I 
will give to the sword before their enemies, declares the 
Lord. Jer. 15:9 

This poetic language personifies Jerusalem. 

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Prophecy 
The Language of Prophecy - Cosmic terminology. 
Prophets tend to speak in figurative language, 
using cosmic terminology.

Amos 8:9 And on that day,” declares the Lord God, “I will 
make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth in 
broad daylight. 

Ezekiel 32:7-8 When I blot you out, I will cover the heavens 
and make their stars dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, 
and the moon shall not give its light. All the bright lights of 
heaven will I make dark over you, and put darkness on 
your land, declares the Lord God. 

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Prophecy 
Cosmic terminology applied to Pentecost (circa 
AD 33) 

Acts 2:19-21  And I will show wonders in the heavens above 
and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of 
smoke; the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and 
magnificent day. And it shall come to pass that everyone 
who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Here, Peter explains the events at Pentecost by saying “this 
is what was spoken through the prophet Joel.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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The Genre of Prophecy 
Cosmic terminology applied to John the Baptist’s 
ministry (circa AD 30) 

Luke 3:4-6 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall 
be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and 
the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall 
become level ways, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

John the Baptist is referring to the present mission of Jesus 
but there were no actual geographic changes taking place. 
This is a picturesque way of saying “make his path easy”.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein



Literary Genres and Rules
How to Interpret the Bible

The Genre of Prophecy 
The Fulfillment of Prophecy – Double or 
progressive fulfillment with a near term and far 
term applications. 

Progressive fulfillment is the idea that prophecies do not 
have to be fulfilled in a single event but may have a near-
term and far-term fulfillment or may be fulfilled in a 
succession of several events. 

An example is the Devil's predicted defeat (Gen 3:15; Matt 
12:28; Jn 12:31; Heb 2:14; Rom 16:20; Rev 20:10). These 
verses show a succession of defeats culminating in his 
final defeat. 
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The Genre of Prophecy 
The progressive unfolding of God’s activity in history 
often calls for an already/not yet hermeneutic

Example: Is the kingdom of God realized now or is it to be realized 
in the future? 

Already
…for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. (Rom 14:16-17)

Not yet
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to 
judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his 
kingdom… (2Tim 4:1)
http://studies.travisechols.com/Second%20Coming%20Short%20Study.pdf
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The Genre of Prophecy 
The already/not yet aspect of the Kingdom of God

The kingdom of God is everlasting and universal (1Chron 29:11-12; 
Psalm 10:16; 29:10; 103:19; 145:13). The mediatorial aspect of God's 
kingdom was ultimately rejected by Israel during the Old Testament 
and during Christ's ministry. 

The apostles then turned to the Gentiles with the kingdom message. 
Through the remnant of saved Jews and Gentiles (the church) the 
kingdom was inaugurated during Christ's ministry and is a present 
reality for believers today (Psalm 29:10; Matt 12:28; 16:28; Mark 9:1; 
Luke 11:20-21; 17:20-21; 1Cor 4:19-20; Rom 14:17; Col 1:13). 

http://studies.travisechols.com/Second%20Coming%20Short%20Study.pdf
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The Genre of Prophecy 
The already/not yet aspect of the Kingdom of God

The kingdom also has a future aspect which has not yet occurred 
(Zech 14:9; Matt 6:10; 7:21; 19:28; 25:31; 2Tim 4:1). 

The kingdom is spiritual (Matt 12:28; 21:43; 23:13; Lk 17:20-21; Jn 
18:36, etc.) and earthly (Jer 23:5; Matt 5:5; 8:11-12; Lk 19:11; Rom 
8:18-23; 1Cor 15:22-28; Rev 5:10; 11:15; 21:1). 

Christ's second coming will bring in the fulfillment of the kingdom 
which has already begun but not consummated (Rev 3:21; 12:5; 
19:11-16).

http://studies.travisechols.com/Second%20Coming%20Short%20Study.pdf



Literary Genres and Rules
How to Interpret the Bible

The Genre of Prophecy 
Progressive fulfillment (con’d) 

Another example is the Messianic prophecies. The two 
comings of Messiah, one to suffer and one to reign, was not 
obvious until the advanced revelation of the New Testament 
revealed this multiple aspect of Messiah's appearing. 

This principle is also observed with Antichrist(s) (Dan 8; Dan 
11; Matt 24; 1Jn 2:18-23; 2Thes 2; Rev 20). These examples do 
not show separate fulfillments of the same prophecy, but 
rather a progressive realization of the prophecy with the near 
term being a part of the full manifestation. Many other 
examples are found in scripture (2Sam 7:1-16; 1Chron 17:1-14; 
22:6-10; Luke 1:31-33). 
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The Genre of Prophecy 
Progressive fulfillment versus Preterism

Regarding Christ's second coming, the Olivet discourse 
(Matt 24, Mark 13, Luke 17 and 21) has reference to both the 
destruction of the temple (Matt 24:1-3; Luke 21) which 
occurred in A.D. 70 and the second coming at the end of 
this age (Matt 24:3; Matt 24:36-25:46). Christ's cleansing of 
the temple (Jn 2:13-17; Matt 21:12-13) was a preview of A.D. 
70 when the temple would be completely destroyed. The 
local judgment against Israel in A.D. 70 was a type or 
rehearsal or preview of the worldwide visible coming of 
Christ in the future to judge the world. 

http://studies.travisechols.com/Preterism.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/Preterism.pdf
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The Genre of Prophecy 
Progressive fulfillment versus Preterism

Progressive fulfillment allows verses in the Olivet discourse to 
apply to both the destruction of the temple in Jesus’ 
generation's lifetime and to His visible, personal coming in the 
future. Note: Since Christ's first coming we have been in the 
last days (Acts 2:17; Heb 1:2; 1Pet 1:18-20). 

He came to Israel first with salvation (Matt 10:5-6), then to the 
whole world. Likewise, in judgment, he started with first-
century unbelieving Israel in A.D. 70, and then (after the times 
of the Gentiles are fulfilled at the end this age) He will judge 
the whole unbelieving world at His appearing (2Thes 1:7-9).

http://studies.travisechols.com/Preterism.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/Preterism.pdf
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Prophecy Application in the New 
Testament
Expansion versus Replacement. 

Are Old Testament prophecies applied by the 
apostles to the Church age expanded and/or 
redefined with a New Testament meaning or 
simply expanded to the church with a future 
literal Jewish fulfillment still to come?

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Eschatology%20Landscape.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Eschatology%20Landscape.pdf
http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Eschatology%20Landscape.pdf
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Prophecy Application in the New 
Testament. 

Matthew 2 and Hosea - Implications of the prophecy 

When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I 
called my son. The more they were called, the more they 
went away; they kept sacrificing to the Baals and burning 
offerings to idols. (Hosea 11:1-2) 

This is a fairly clear reference to the Exodus under Moses. 
However, Matthew uses this passage from Hosea in 
reference to Joseph and Mary taking Jesus to Egypt in 
order to escape Herod.

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/biblical-hermeneutics-dr-robert-stein
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Prophecy Application in the New 
Testament. Expansion versus 
Reinterpretation?

Was the Abrahamic land promise universalized to 
the whole world?

Rom 4:13 - For the promise to Abraham and his offspring 
that he would be heir of the world did not come through the 
law but through the righteousness of faith.
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Premillennial Dispensationalism 
versus Covenant Amillennialism
There are two major frameworks of interpretation 
regarding the fulfillment of the Old Testament law 
and kingdom prophecies and the interrelation of 
the covenants. 

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf
http://studies.travisechols.com/Second%20Coming%20Glossary.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf
http://studies.travisechols.com/Second%20Coming%20Glossary.pdf
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Prophecy Application in the New 
Testament. Expansion/Progression  
versus Reinterpretation?

Are the children of Abraham now redefined as all 
believers in Christ (Matt 3:9; Jn 8:39-40; Rom 
2:28-29; 9:6; Gal 3:7-9,16)?
Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 
(Gal 3:7)

For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is 
circumcision outward and physical.  But a Jew is one inwardly, and 
circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. 
(Rom 2:28-29)



Church

Second Coming

Earthly Millennium

Final Judgment

Church

Second Coming and 
Final Judgment

Heavenly Millennium

Eternity

Eternity

Church          gradually grows to usher in Earthly Millennium Eternity

Second Coming and 
Final Judgment

Postmillennialism 
Jesus comes after 
earthly millennial 
reign

Amillennialism  
Heavenly reign 
during church 
period

Premillennialism 
Jesus comes before 
earthly millennial 
reign

Three Basic Views of Millennium

Millennium -- A thousand years (from the Latin, mil =  thousand and annum = year) referenced in Revelation 20:1-10 

http://studies.travisechols.com/Three%20Basic%20Millennium%20Views.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/Three%20Basic%20Millennium%20Views.pdf
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Premillennial Dispensationalism 
versus Covenant Amillennialism
1. Premillennial Dispensationalism

Old Testament prophecies are to be interpreted 
literally. A literal interpretation takes verses to 
mean what they say on their face as they would 
have been normally understood by the original 
writers and readers (e.g., Eze 40-48) or else can 
be subjectively interpreted to mean most 
anything. 

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf


Literary Genres and Rules
How to Interpret the Bible

Premillennial Dispensationalism versus 
Covenant Amillennialism
1. Premillennial Dispensationalism

A consistent literal interpretation of the OT points forward to a 
glorious, earthly messianic rule with temple worship and unsaved 
heathen under the rule of Messiah. 

The apostles' application of OT prophecies that sometimes expands 
and adds to their literal natural meaning, does not negate their literal 
fulfillment. 

Luke 1:31-33, Matt 19:28, Acts 1:6-8, Romans 11, and Rev 20 are New 
Testament (NT) verses that corroborate the expectation of a future 
earthly kingdom. 

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf
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Premillennial Dispensationalism versus 
Covenant Amillennialism
1. Premillennial Dispensationalism

The church is new and doesn't erase functional distinctions of 
Jews and Gentiles within it. Gentiles have become partakers of the 
Jewish promises through faith but there can be a functional 
difference of saved Jews and saved Gentiles in the body of Christ 
(just as male and female functional distinctions remain in the 
oneness of Christ [Gal 3:28; Acts 15:19,23]). 

There is a future fulfillment of all the unconditional, irrevocable 
promises of the Abrahamic, Davidic, and New Covenant with the 
nation of Israel. 

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf
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Premillennial Dispensationalism 
versus Covenant Amillennialism
2. Covenant Amillennialism

The New Testament often reinterprets the Old Testament in 
a non-literal manner (e.g., The temple is now Christ [Jn 
2:19] and the Church [1Cor 3:17; 1Tim 3:15]; Israel is now 
Christ [Gal 3:16] and the Church. 

A future literal fulfillment would subvert the progressive 
advancement of redemption, reverting back to the inferior 
shadows of the Old Covenant (e.g. priests and animal 
sacrifices in the future) which have already been fulfilled in 
Christ and the church (Heb 7:12; 8:13; 10:1-10, 18). 

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf
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Premillennial Dispensationalism versus 
Covenant Amillennialism
2. Covenant Amillennialism

Understanding the typological nature of the Old Covenant, the 
apostles gave many OT concepts a different meaning than their Old 
Covenant meaning 

The OT prophets did not clearly see their true spiritual meaning as 
did the apostles (Luke 24:45; 1Peter 1:9-12; 2Cor 3:14-16). 

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf
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Premillennial Dispensationalism versus 
Covenant Amillennialism
2. Covenant Amillennialism

The church is the saved of all ages and erases all distinctions 
between Jews and Gentiles within it. There has always been 
only one people of God. 

Unsaved ethnic Israel's promises are either already fulfilled in 
the past, forfeited due to unbelief, to be fulfilled in the new 
heavens and earth, or fulfilled through the church without a 
Jew-Gentile distinction (Gal 3:28; Gal 5:6; 6:15; Col 3:10-11). 

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf
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Premillennial Dispensationalism versus 
Covenant Amillennialism
2. Covenant Amillennialism

Israel's salvation in Romans 11 simply speaks of them becoming 
Christians; nothing is mentioned of a Jewish geo-political kingdom. 

The kingdom has been permanently taken away from Israel and 
given to the church (Matt 8:11-12; 21:43; Gal 6:16). 

The New Testament leaves no room for a millennial age after the 
second coming but teaches the resurrection and judgment of all 
believers and unbelievers and the burning up of the earth at Christ's 
coming at the last day.
http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/Eschatology--two%20major%20schools%20of%20interpretation.pdf
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Lesson 5. Eight Interpretation Fallacies and 
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1. Introduction, History of Interpretation, and the 
Bible as God’s Word (pages 1-12)*

2. Textual Criticism and Bible Translations (13-28)
3. Five Principles of Interpretation (29-34)
4. Genre and Language (35-57)
5. Eight Interpretation Fallacies and Bible 

Difficulties (57-65) 
6. Inerrancy Debate and Case Studies (78-91)

Six-week course outline

*Reading to Grow by Bernard James Mauser
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Unreliable 
Approach 

Reader gives meaning 
(different for each 

reader)

Subjective, relative, 
untestable (no checks 

and balances), 
arbitrary

No correct 
interpretation

No way to reject an 
interpretation

No way to adjudicate 
between conflicting 

interpretations

Private interpretation 
for only an individual 

or group

Normal rules of 
language

(like people 
normally speak 

and write). 
Allows for 

figures of speech 

Apostolic 
exceptions 
(Messianic 

fuller 
meaning)

Secret 
codes

Allegorical 
hidden 

meaning

Chance 
finger 

on page

Personal 
coded 

messages for 
my personal 

situation

Reliable 
Approach

Author gives 
meaning (locked in 

time)

Objective, testable 
(checks and 

balances), based on 
rules

Correct interpretation 
possible

A way to reject  an 
interpretation

A way to adjudicate 
between conflicting 

interpretations

Meaning available to 
all believers

Function of Inspiration

Function of illumination
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The rules and/or starting methodology  
What it meant 

originally

What it means 
to us/me 

today
Hermeneutics-- rules of interpretation used 
throughout exegesis and application. The 
Holy Spirit influences through entire process 
of correct mental grasp (meaning) and 
significance--but is essential in the latter. 
Must start with proper hermeneutic of 
grammatical-historical. Hermeneutical spiral 
built on unchangeable pre-understandings. 

Exegesis—
extracting 
what author 
meant to his 
envisaged 
reader

Application—
involves 
discerning 
implications 
and 
significance for 
today   
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1. Author communicates a meaning 
2. Meaning is history, fixed in time
3. Dual author, but by means. What God meant is 

what the apostles meant (exceptions being 
dictation and apostolic “fuller sense”)

4. Natural meaning is what the author meant
5. Two human authors: e.g., John writing about 

what Jesus said
6. Text is a collection of sharable symbols 

arranged in different ways to communicate
7. People write to be understood. An exception is 

code in times of war

Robert Stein, A Basic Guide to interpreting the Bible
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8. To be understood they use the norms of 
language

9. So they use words, grammar, verb tenses, 
clauses, etc. the way their reader would 
understand

10.Word meanings: dictionary
Words in combination: grammar
Word order important in English; not so much 
in inflective language like Greek

11.As reader, what is the form of literature? 
Poems are different from history (To discern 
this, you start with grammatical-historical 
method) 

12.What additional rules for the genre to get the 
author's meaning

Robert Stein, A Basic Guide to interpreting the Bible
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13.Significance is how you give credence or 
credibility. It is the reader’s volitional 
response, your yes or no to the meaning. It’s 
the value placed on the meaning.

14.Significance has to do with the reader’s 
subjective assent, conviction, persuasion 

15.Application of a text requires the objective 
meaning and/its relevant implication in 
combination with the reader’s subjective 
significance

Robert Stein, A Basic Guide to interpreting the Bible
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 The author determines the meaning of a text. The 
reader discovers it.

 The reader determines the text’s personal 
significance 

Robert Stein, A Basic Guide to interpreting the Bible
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8 Errors to Avoid

1. Psychoanalysis fallacy
2. Word study fallacies
3. Error of allegorizing
4. Error of spiritualizing
5. Error of moralizing
6. Error of focusing on “the facts”
7. Error of imitating Bible characters
8. Confusing the role of the Holy Spirit

How to Interpret the Bible



Fallacies to avoid
1. Psychoanalysis fallacy—
We have to get into the 
mind of the author and 
know why he wrote it in 
order to know what he 
wrote. Speculative and 
commits infinite regress 
error. (sometimes called the 
intentional fallacy)

B. Mauser, Reading to Grow with some edits
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Fallacies to avoid

2. Word Study fallacies—
giving a word the wrong 
meaning based on its 
root  meaning, ignoring 
the word’s wide lexical 
range and its context and 
grammar. 

B. Mauser, Reading to Grow with some edits
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Fallacies to avoid

3. Allegorizing—going 
beneath the text for the 
“deeper” real meaning. 
This method is arbitrary, 
subjective, and self-
refuting.

B. Mauser, Reading to Grow with some edits
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Fallacies to avoid

4. Spiritualizing—
discarding the earthly, 
physical, historical reality 
for a spiritual analogy 
(Jesus stilling the storm is 
“stilling the storms of 
life”.) Arbitrary, subjective, 
and self refuting. 

B. Mauser, Reading to Grow with some edits
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Fallacies to avoid

5. Moralizing—Drawing 
moral inferences, making 
descriptive passages 
prescriptive. (Jesus told 
Peter, “Feed my sheep”. 
Our response, “We have a 
task.”)

B. Mauser, Reading to Grow with some edits
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Fallacies to avoid

6. Focusing on “the 
facts”—focusing so much 
on the historical aspects 
that the meaning and 
significance of the text is 
missed

Outline from B. Mauser, Reading to Grow
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Fallacies to avoid

7. Imitating Bible 
characters—taking on an 
unscriptural imitation of a 
Bible character, confusing 
biblical description (of 
what certain people did) 
with prescription (how we 
ought to be) 

Outline from B. Mauser, Reading to Grow
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Fallacies to avoid

8. Confusing the role of 
the Holy Spirit—assuming 
the Holy Spirit bypasses 
ordinary means (of study, 
etc) for us to understand a 
text (i.e., using the Holy 
Spirit as a shortcut for 
diligent study which the 
Holy Spirit commanded 
[2Tim 2:15])

Outline from B. Mauser, Reading to Grow
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Word Study Fallacies to avoid

The root fallacy (p. 28) -
includes eisegeting meaning 
into words based on the 
etymology of their component 
parts. (e.g., “…there is nothing 
intrinsic to the verb agapao or 
the noun agape to prove its real 
meaning or hidden meaning 
refers to some special kind of 
love.” Jn 3:35; 2Tim 4:10; 2 Sam 
13:14 LXX)
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Word Study Fallacies to avoid

The semantic anachronism 
fallacy (p. 33) - when a late use 
of a word is read back into 
earlier literature. (e.g., dynamis
in Rom 1:16 “power of God” 
does not mean dynamite.)
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Word Study Fallacies to avoid

The “appeal to unknown or 
unlikely meanings” fallacy (p. 
37)-- such as that done by 
gender-role egalitarian scholars 
with the word κεφαλή 
(apparently motivated to 
support their loaded theological 
agenda). 

Outline from B. Mauser, Reading to Grow
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Word Study Fallacies to avoid

The “unwarranted adoption of 
an expanded semantic field” 
fallacy (p. 60)-- which consists 
of ignoring the specificity of a 
word’s meaning in its particular 
context and importing into it 
meaning derived from its 
broader semantic range

How to Interpret the Bible



Other Fallacies to Avoid

 Grammatical Fallacies--
connected with various 
tenses and moods and those 
associated with syntactical 
relationships

 Logical Fallacies – errors in 
logic such as improper appeal 
to the law of the excluded 
middle, appeal to selective 
evidence, etc. 
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Other Fallacies to Avoid

 Presuppositional and History 
Fallacies - post-modern, 
relativistic approach to 
epistemology and the 
uncontrolled “historical 
reconstruction” (separating 
the real history from the text) 
of liberal scholarship often 
used to subvert inerrancy

How to Interpret the Bible



The Role of the Holy Spirit
1. The Spirit's ministry in Bible 

interpretation does not mean He 
gives new revelation.

2. The role of the Spirit in interpreting 
the Bible does not mean that one's 
interpretations are infallible.

3. The work of the Spirit in 
interpretation does not mean that He 
gives some interpreters a mental 
acuity for seeing truths under the 
surface that are not evident to any 
other dedicated Bible students.

Roy Zuck, Article “The Role of the Holy Spirit in Hermeneutics”

How to Interpret the Bible

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/article_spirit_zuck.html


The Role of the Holy Spirit
4. The role of the Holy Spirit in Bible 

interpretation means that the 
unregenerate do not welcome and 
apply God's truth, though they are 
able to comprehend many of its 
statements cognitively.

5. The Spirit's role in hermeneutics 
does not mean that only Bible 
scholars can understand the Bible.

Roy Zuck, Article “The Role of the Holy Spirit in Hermeneutics”

How to Interpret the Bible
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The Role of the Holy Spirit
6. The Holy Spirit's role in interpreting 

Scripture requires spiritual 
devotion on the part of the 
interpreter.

7. The Holy Spirit in interpretation 
means that lack of spiritual 
preparedness hinders accurate 
interpretation.

8. The role of the Spirit in 
interpretation is no substitute for 
diligent study.

Roy Zuck, Article “The Role of the Holy Spirit in Hermeneutics”

How to Interpret the Bible

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/article_spirit_zuck.html


The Role of the Holy Spirit
9. The Spirit's work in biblical 

interpretation does not rule out 
the use of study helps such as 
commentaries and Bible 
dictionaries.

10. The ministry of the Holy Spirit in 
Bible interpretation does not mean 
interpreters can ignore common 
sense and logic.

Roy Zuck, Article “The Role of the Holy Spirit in Hermeneutics”

How to Interpret the Bible

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/article_spirit_zuck.html


The Role of the Holy Spirit
11. The place of the Holy Spirit in 

interpreting the Bible means that 
He does not normally give sudden 
intuitive flashes of insight into the 
meaning of Scripture. 

12. The Spirit's ministry in 
interpreting the Bible is included 
in but not identical with 
illumination.

Roy Zuck, Article “The Role of the Holy Spirit in Hermeneutics”

How to Interpret the Bible

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/article_spirit_zuck.html


The Role of the Holy Spirit
13. The role of the Spirit in scriptural 

interpretation does not mean that 
all parts of the Bible are equally 
clear in meaning.

14. The Spirit's work in interpretation 
does not result in believers having 
a comprehensive and completely 
accurate understanding of the 
entire Scriptures.

Roy Zuck, Article “The Role of the Holy Spirit in Hermeneutics”

How to Interpret the Bible

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/article_spirit_zuck.html


Other fallacies to avoid

 Concordism—Assigning to an 
ancient text a modern scientific 
fact or understanding that was 
unknown at the time of the 
writing (so the scientific fact 
and text are in concord)

 Parallelomania– Interpreting a 
Bible passage by drawing a 
strong parallel or assuming a 
strong influence from a piece of 
literature that actually has little 
or no relevance to the biblical 
text   

How to Interpret the Bible



Other fallacies to avoid

 Fallacy of incomplete evidence--
Confirming a particular position 
while ignoring a significant portion 
of the biblical data that may 
contradict that position (i.e., cherry 
picking fallacy)

How to Interpret the Bible



Gordon Fee talks about reading 
between the lines to get the 
implications from the text. 

Caution is called for here. 
Radical departures from the 
plain reading of biblical text are 
not justified by extra-biblical 
sources. 

The danger of reading between the lines
How to Interpret the Bible

Gordon Donald Fee is an American-
Canadian Christian theologian and 
an ordained minister of the 
Assemblies of God.



Extra-biblical sources can enhance our understanding, 
but they should never radically altar our interpretation 
such that we are eisegeting (reading things into the text 
that aren’t there) versus exegeting (extracting from the 
text what is there). 

After all, if an extra-biblical “fact” causes you to distort 
the meaning of inspired text (e.g., liberation theology, 
feminist hermeneutic, homosexual hermeneutic), you 
are trusting some other source more than you are the 
Bible. 

The danger of reading between the lines
How to Interpret the Bible



The Bible is God’s inspired, inerrant word. No extra-
biblical sources have that authority. The Bible must 
judge all other sources when a conflict arises, not 
the other way around. Adding to, taking from, or 
distorting a text is never sound exegesis, no matter 
what you think you know from other sources.    

The danger of reading between the lines
How to Interpret the Bible



The intentional fallacy forces the literary critic to 
assume the role of cultural historian or that of a 
psychologist who must define the growth of a 
particular artist’s vision in terms of his mental and 
physical state at the time of his creative act.

The danger of reading between the lines
How to Interpret the Bible



If you have to know the hidden intention of the author to 
understand his text, even if the author was here writing it 
down (or speaking), you would have to question his 
hidden intent before you could understand his 
explanation, etc. and you could never understand his 
words because he would always have to explain his 
words by more words. 

This is an infinite regress in which no meaning can be 
communicated. 

The danger of reading between the lines
How to Interpret the Bible



C.S Lewis’ Fern-Seed and Elephants

All this sort of criticism attempts to 
reconstruct the genesis of the texts 
it studies; what vanished 
documents each author used, when 
and where he wrote, with what 
purposes, under what influences... 
This is done with immense erudition 
and great ingenuity. And at first 
sight it is very convincing….

The danger of reading between the lines
How to Interpret the Bible



C.S Lewis’ Fern-Seed and Elephants

….What forearms me against all 
these reconstructions is the fact 
that I have seen it all from the other 
end of the stick. I have watched 
reviewers reconstructing the genesis 
of my own books in just this way…

The danger of reading between the lines
How to Interpret the Bible



C.S Lewis’ Fern-Seed and Elephants

…My impression is that in the whole 
of my experience not one of these 
guesses has on any one point been 
right; that the method shows a 
record of 100 percent failure…. 

The danger of reading between the lines
How to Interpret the Bible



C.S Lewis’ Fern-Seed and Elephants

These men ask me to believe they 
can read between the lines of the 
old texts; the evidence is their 
obvious inability to read (in any 
sense worth discussing) the lines 
themselves…

The danger of reading between the lines
How to Interpret the Bible



C.S Lewis’ Fern-Seed and Elephants

…They claim to see fern-
seed and can't see an 
elephant ten yards away in 
broad daylight. 

The danger of reading between the lines
How to Interpret the Bible



How Not to Interpret the Bible
In Frank Turek’s podcast, There are No 
Verses in the Bible, he starts with asking 
how you would interpret a sentence from 
the newspaper, “After the strike, the team 
will celebrate.” 

Is this talking about fishing, baseball, 
bowling, union, marksmen? What does 
that mean? You need context. There are 
very few independently standing verses in 
the Bible. 

Also google Greg Koukl, Never Read a 
Bible Verse.

How to Interpret the Bible



How Not to Interpret the Bible

A biblical passage can’t mean now what 
it didn’t mean then. You can’t pour your 
own meaning into it. 

You are wanting to read God’s word, not 
your own word. Exegesis is getting the 
meaning out of the text. Eisegesis is 
reading your meaning into the text. 

You can’t apply a passage properly to 
yourself until you know what it means. 
(Exegesis must come before application)

How to Interpret the Bible



How Not to Interpret the Bible
1. Don’t read one verse and ignore 
the context 

2. Don’t always point the compass 
to yourself 

If you were lost in the woods, how 
helpful would your magnetic 
compass be if instead of it 
pointing north, it always pointed 
toward yourself? Don’t make a 
passage about you unless it 
applies to you. 

Frank Turek, phD. 
Christian  Apologist

How to Interpret the Bible



How Not to Interpret the Bible

Frank Turek, phD. 
Christian  Apologist

How to Interpret the Bible

For example, Jeremiah 29:11 is 
the text of a letter that Jeremiah 
wrote to the Jerusalem elders 
exiled to Babylon.  

“For I know the thoughts that I 
think toward you, says the LORD, 
thoughts of peace and not of evil, 
to give you a future and a hope.”



How Not to Interpret the Bible

Frank Turek, phD. 
Christian  Apologist

How to Interpret the Bible

Why not claim Jeremiah 44:11 to 
those exiled to Egypt?

“Therefore thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I 
will set My face against you for 
catastrophe and for cutting off all 
Judah.”



How to Interpret the Bible
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Practices to follow
In Frank Turek’s latest book, Stealing from God, he suggests using the 
acronym S.T.O.P. to discover the meaning of any given biblical text. It 
is as follows:

S-Situation? What's the historical situation? What do you need to 
know about the people and events in the story? What's the larger 
context?

T-Type? What's the type of literature? Is it historical narrative? 
Poetry? Prophecy? Law? Wisdom? Epistle? What literary devices 
are being used: Hyperbole? Parable? Metaphor? Apocalyptic 
Imagery?

O-Object? Who is the object of the text? Everyone? Specific 
people? Ancient Israel? Is it the Old or New Covenant?

P-Prescription? Is this passage prescriptive for us today or merely 
descriptive of an historical event?

How to Interpret the Bible



Travis Echols
Lesson 6. Inerrancy Debate and Case Studies 



1. Introduction, History of Interpretation, and the 
Bible as God’s Word (pages 1-12)*

2. Textual Criticism and Bible Translations (13-28)*
3. Five Principles of Interpretation (pages 29-34)*
4. Genre and Language (35-57)
5. Eight Interpretation Fallacies and Bible Difficulties 

(pages 57-65)* 
6. Inerrancy Debate and Case Studies (pages 78-91)*

Six-week course outline

*Reading to Grow by Bernard James Mauser

How to Interpret the Bible



Inerrancy (truthful in all it affirms) flows from 
inspiration

All scripture is given by inspiration of God
God does not inspire error
Therefore the scriptures are inerrant

God cannot err
The Bible is God’s word
Therefore the Bible cannot err

Other pieces of literature can be inerrant, but 
scripture is necessarily inerrant by virtue of the fact 
that all scripture is inspired by God  

The Bible as God’s Word



My approach of reconciling full inerrancy with  
“apparent contradictions”

1. Abstract approach of B.B. Warfield. Difficulties need 
not be explained due to the weight of evidence for 
inerrancy

2. Harmonistic approach of Edward J. Young and Louis 
Gaussen. Difficulties can be harmonized with existing 
data we have.

3. Moderate harmonization approach of Everett 
Harrison. Serious approach to harmonize as many as 
possible with available data--with others remaining 
unresolved until more data is obtained 

4. Reproduction approach suggested by Edward 
Carnell. The Bible writers reproduce erroneous 
information from other sources

The Bible as God’s Word



http://www.richardghowe.com/index_htm_files/TheConceptofTruthintheInerrancyDebateRevisited16x9.pdf

How to Interpret the Bible
Ways a Proposition Can 

Correspond to Reality (i.e., be true)

http://www.richardghowe.com/index_htm_files/TheConceptofTruthintheInerrancyDebateRevisited16x9.pdf


How to Interpret the Bible

Did Jesus make Mary the mother of 
humanity or the church by this 
statement? 

When Jesus saw his mother and the 
disciple whom he loved standing 
nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, 
behold, your son!”  Then he said to the 
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And 
from that hour the disciple took her to 
his own home. (Jn 19:26-27)

Examples of good hermeneutics

Mary, mother of the Church?



How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Mary, mother of the Church?



How to Interpret the Bible

The immediate context and the 
“absence of evidence where it would 
be expected” in Acts and the 
Epistles makes it clear that the 
apostles did not interpret Jesus’ 
words to elevate Mary in this way. 

John simply was to take care of 
Mary as his mother and Mary to treat 
John as her son.

Examples of good hermeneutics

Mary, mother of the Church?



How to Interpret the Bible

Hermeneutical Principles Applied

1. Using immediate and broader 
context to derive the meaning of the 
statement

2. Rightly acknowledging the authority 
of scripture above human tradition 
(Mk 7:13). Being like the Bereans 
who search the scriptures to know 
truth (Acts 17:10) 

Examples of good hermeneutics

Mary, mother of the Church?



How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

For it is impossible for those who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and 
were made partakers of the Holy Spirit,   And have 
tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come,   If they shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an 
open shame. (Heb 6:4-6)

Hebrews 6:4 “Have tasted”

Does “have tasted” mean to sample or nibble without fully 
experiencing these spiritual blessings? Or does “have 
tasted” mean to fully experience these blessings? Are 
these enlightened people believers or not?



How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Hebrews 6:4 “Have tasted”



How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Hebrews 6:4 “Have tasted”



How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Hebrews 6:4 “Have tasted”



How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Hebrews 6:4 “Have tasted”



How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

TASTE
New Testament
Verb: γεύομαι (geuomai), GK 1174 (S 1089), 15x. geuomai means “to taste, eat, 

partake of,” usually implying enjoyment of the experience. This verb is used in a 
literal sense in Mt. 27:34; Lk. 14:24; Jn. 2:9; Acts 10:10; 20,11; 23,14; Col. 2:21. The 
literal sense of geuomai symbolizes partaking in the kingdom of God in the parable 
of the banquet (Lk. 14:24).

geuomai is also used figuratively. In Heb. 2:9 it refers to Christ’s tasting of death 
on the cross, through which he partook of death for everyone who believes in him. 
Jesus also refers to the disciples’ not tasting death until they see the kingdom of 
God (Mt. 16:28; Mk. 9:1; Lk. 9:27; Jn. 8:52). One of the most problematic uses of this 
verb occurs in Heb. 6:4-5, where the author speaks of the impossibility to renew to 
repentance those who have “tasted the heavenly gift” and “tasted the goodness of 
the word of God” (see also impossible). Scholars debate as to whether this means 
such individuals were ever really saved. While this issue may not be definitively 
settled, it is certain that such people were thoroughly integrated into the Christian 
community. Finally, in 1 Pet. 2:3, Peter insists that those who have “tasted that the 
Lord is good” (cf. Ps. 34:8) should grow in their knowledge of salvation and God’s 
Word—a reminder to all of us that we may never become stagnant in our faith. See 
NIDNTT-A, 105-6.*

Hebrews 6:4 “Have tasted”
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Examples of good hermeneutics

Hebrews 6:4 “Have tasted”



How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Hebrews 6:4 “Have tasted”



How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Hebrews 6:4 “Have tasted”

γεύω used 15 times but only 3 times in Hebrews



How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Hebrews 6:4 “Have tasted”
The only other place in Hebrews 
where tasted (γεύω) is used is 
Hebrews 2:9 in which Jesus 
should “taste death” for every 
man. 

Jesus didn’t sample or nibble on 
death; he fully experienced it. 

This meaning for tasted, 
assuming the context of 
Hebrews 6 does not suggest 
otherwise, would therefore be 
the more likely meaning for 
Hebrews 6 as well.



How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Hebrews 6:4 “Have tasted”

Hermeneutic Principles Applied

1. Define a word as it is typically used by the same Bible 
writer unless immediate context suggests otherwise

2. Don’t allow a theological doctrine to limit or distort the 
meaning of a word (do biblical theology before 
systematic theology; exegesis before harmonization)

3. Recognizing synonymous parallelism in the passage 
(the “piling on” of similar terms to clarify the meaning)



Noting the similarities between 
physical circumcision and 
baptism and yet ignoring the 
dissimilarities can create a 
false parallelism of the two 
rituals, revealing a faulty 
hermeneutic. 

This supposed one-to-one 
correspondence is invalidated 
by observing the great 
differences between Old 
Covenant circumcision and 
New Covenant baptism. 

Refuting covenantal infant baptism interpretation

http://studies.travisechols.com/Baptism.pdf

How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

http://studies.travisechols.com/Baptism.pdf


Under the Abrahamic Covenant, 
all male descendants of Abraham, 
as well as servants, both adults 
and children, whether believing or 
not, whether from believing 
parents or not, were to receive the 
bloody ritual of foreskin removal
(Gen 17:1-14, 20, 25-26). 

Applying water to male and 
female infants of only believing 
parents is not consistent with 
either the Old or New Covenants.

http://studies.travisechols.com/Baptism.pdf

How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Refuting covenantal infant baptism interpretation

http://studies.travisechols.com/Baptism.pdf


Hermeneutic Principles Applied

1. Weigh appropriately all 
similarities and differences in 
comparisons 

2. Understand OT and NT 
specifics within their broader 
covenantal context

3. Resist theological systems 
(e.g., covenant of grace) that 
take priority over the above 
biblical factors   

http://studies.travisechols.com/Baptism.pdf

How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Refuting covenantal infant baptism interpretation

http://studies.travisechols.com/Baptism.pdf


How to Interpret the Bible

Matt 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to 
carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. (John the Baptist 
foretelling of Jesus)

Acts 2:1-4 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where 
they were sitting.  Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of 
fire, and one sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit* and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. (Divided tongues as of fire appeared at the Spirit’s 
coming)

Interpretation 1: The apostles were baptized with the Holy Spirit 
and fire

Example: Context and the Baptism of Fire

Note: Acts 1:5 with 10:47 and 11:15-16 suggest this was the fulfillment of the baptism 
with the Holy Spirit (either interchangeable or simultaneous with filling)



How to Interpret the Bible

A closer look

Mk 1:8 And he preached, saying, “There comes One after me who is 
mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down 
and loose. I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” (no mention of fire in John’s prophecy per Mark)

Acts 1:5 And being assembled together with them, He commanded 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the 
Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly 
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.” (no mention of fire by Jesus)

Acts 11:15-16 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, 
as upon us at the beginning.  Then I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how He said, John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ (no mention of fire in Peter’s recounting 
of the Gentile’s experience that was like their’s at the beginning)

Example: Context and the Baptism of Fire
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A closer look (cont’d)

Matt 3:10-12 And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. 
Therefore, every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, 
but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am 
not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His 
threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (context of verse 11 suggests 
fire is judgment from verse 10 and 12 and explains no mention of fire 
where judgment is not in mind)

Interpretation 2 (best): Jesus baptized the apostles with the 
Holy Spirit and will baptize unbelievers with fire

Example: Context and the Baptism of Fire



How to Interpret the Bible
Example: Context and the Baptism of Fire

Hermeneutic Principles Applied

1. Use immediate context to get the sense of the 
word

2. Examine all other passages that speak to the same 
subject    



How to Interpret the Bible
Jesus: Human and/or Divine

Jesus is human
Luke 2:52
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
stature and in favor with God and man.

Mark 13:32
But concerning that day or that hour, no 
one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

Matthew 4:2 
And after fasting forty days and forty 
nights, he was hungry.

John 19:30
When Jesus had received the sour wine, 
he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed 
his head and gave up his spirit.



How to Interpret the Bible
Jesus: Human and/or Divine

Jesus is God John 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.

John 8:58
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, before Abraham was, I am.”

Titus 2:13 
Waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 1:8
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O 
God, is forever and ever, the scepter of 
uprightness is the scepter of your 
kingdom.



How to Interpret the Bible
Jesus is God and Human



How to Interpret the Bible
Jesus: Human and/or Divine

Hermeneutic Principles Applied

1. Examine all passages that speak to the subject 

2. Use careful logic to harmonize the various 
scriptures     



How to Interpret the Bible
The Continuation and End of the Mosaic Law

How does the Old Covenant Mosaic Law 
apply to New Covenant believers? 

The Old Testament scriptures were 
written for our learning and admonition 
that through the examples of the 
ancients we might be warned and have 
hope, patience, and comfort (Romans 
15:4, 1Cor 10:11). All the laws of God 
reflect the holy nature of God. And 
certain behavior, though not explicitly 
prohibited in scripture, is prohibited by 
principle, conscience sake, or love for 
others. The question asked here is how 
the Old Covenant laws God gave through 
Moses at Mount Sinai to the children of 
Israel apply to Christians today. 

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf


How to Interpret the Bible
The Continuation and End of the Mosaic Law

There are verses in the Old Testament 
that convey the enduring nature of the 
Mosaic Covenant (Ex 40:15; Lev 24:8; 
Num 25:13). Albeit many of God’s 
promises were conditional upon his 
covenant people’s faithfulness (Ex 19:5-
6; Num 14:30-34; Deut 28:13-25, 45-46, 
68; Jer 18:9-10; 1Sam 2:30). But there 
was also anticipation expressed of God’s 
judgment and subsequent new-covenant 
relationship with Israel (Jer 31:31-34; 
Ezek 11:19-20; 36:24-28). In the New 
Testament, there are verses that suggest 
the Mosaic Law is still binding during the 
New Covenant era (Matt 5:18-19; Rom 
3:31; 7:12; 13:8-10; James 1:25; 1Tim 
1:8). 

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf


How to Interpret the Bible
The Continuation and End of the Mosaic Law

However, there are also many verses that 
suggest the Old Covenant Mosaic Law 
has been fulfilled and abolished (Matt 
5:17; 11:13; Acts 15:5,19, 24, 28; 21:24-
25; Rom 6:14; 7:4; Rom 10:4; 14:5-6; 2Cor 
3:7-13; Gal 3:2-3; 3:19-26; 4:9-11; Eph 
2:15; Col 2:13-17; Heb 7:11-12,18; 8:13; 
10:9).

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf


How to Interpret the Bible
The Continuation and End of the Mosaic Law

The Mosaic Law continues in the better 
New Covenant sense. The Mosaic Law is 
abolished in the inferior Old Covenant 
sense. 

This is congruent with God’s advancing 
kingdom program from glory to greater 
glory. 

Thus, the commands issued to God’s 
New Covenant people in the New 
Testament constitute law as a guide (rule 
of life), motivated by love and 
empowered by the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf


How to Interpret the Bible
The Continuation and End of the Mosaic Law

The spirit of the Mosaic Law abides in all 
its details, being perfectly fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ and codified in the New 
Covenant commands issued by Jesus 
and the Apostles to the New Covenant 
church. 

As a caterpillar continues in a new and 
superior form of a butterfly, so does the 
Old Covenant Law continue in the new 
and superior form of the commandments 
of Jesus and the Apostles under the New 
Covenant. 

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf
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Hermeneutic Principles Applied

1. Examine all passages that speak to the subject 

2. Use careful logic to harmonize the various 
scriptures and truths gleaned from them

3. Use a consistent hermeneutical method (avoiding 
arbitrarily cherry-picking OT commands to apply 
to New Covenant believers)    

The Continuation and End of the Mosaic Law

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf

http://studies.travisechols.com/The%20Continuation%20and%20End%20of%20the%20Mosaic%20Law.pdf


Rejecting compatibilistic free will

http://studies.travisechols.com/Baptism.pdf

How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Broad Motifs Speaking to God’s 
Sovereignty

1. God is the Creator, Possessor, and 
Ruler of all things

2. God is the ultimate personal 
Cause of everything that happens

3. God elects His people
4. God is the unacknowledged 

source of good fortune or success

http://studies.travisechols.com/Baptism.pdf


How to Interpret the Bible
Examples of good hermeneutics

Broad Motifs Speaking to Man’s Freedom & Responsibility

1. People face a multitude of divine exhortations and 
commands

2. People are said to obey, believe, and choose God

3. People often sin and rebel against God

4. People’s sins are judged by God

5. People are tested by God

6. People receive divine rewards

7. The elect are responsible to respond to God’s 
gracious initiatives

8. Prayers are not dictations or mere show-pieces

9. God pleads with sinners to repent and be saved

Rejecting compatibilistic free will
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Compatibilism says we are not free to do 
other than what we do, since God causally 
determines what we do. Our free will is 
compatible with God’s sovereignty only in the 
sense that we voluntarily choose according 
with, not against, our nature/desire. 

Since God causally determines all that comes 
to pass (per compatibilism) including what we 
desire, there is no meaningful free will. The 
fact that we sense we could do otherwise 
(and live as such) is an illusion. 

Rejecting compatibilistic free will
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However, if we question the 
presupposition of “causal determinism” 
that we bring to the text, other 
possible avenues of harmonization may 
open up to us without destroying 
either libertarian free will or God’s 
sovereignty

Rejecting compatibilistic free will
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For example,
Molinism-God ordains all that comes 
to pass in meticulous detail by setting 
in motion what He knew would occur, 
placing us in those circumstances, 
and by permitting our free choices 
that He could prevent.
Thomism-God ordains and 
determines all that comes to pass in 
meticulous detail by His simultaneous 
enabling of the human will to move 
itself in virtue of His first motion.

Rejecting compatibilistic free will
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Rejecting compatibilistic free will
Hermeneutic Principles Applied

1. Examine and weight appropriately all 
passages that speak to the subject 

2. Use careful logic to harmonize the 
various scriptures

3. Resist compromising one truth for the 
sake of harmony with another truth

4. Retrace and find your misstep if your 
conclusion leads to a contradiction or 
absurdity, or if it dishonors God and 
His truth. Only hold in tension two 
seemingly opposing truths in 
bewilderment as a last resort.
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Rejecting compatibilistic free will
Hermeneutic Principles Applied (cont’d)

5. Evaluate all your preunderstandings 
that influence the way you are 
interpreting the texts

6. Consider all possible philosophical 
preunderstanding/ presuppositions 
that could shed light on the topic

7. Lean toward the preunderstanding that 
best harmonizes the various scriptures 
and does the least violence to the 
them (and you can live with the logical 
ends and the persisting mysteries of 
that position). 



A. Some things God has not revealed 
B. There is nothing wrong with the Bible
C. The problem is with us

1.  No indwelling Holy Spirit. 
2.  Sinfulness. 
3.  Not enough diligent study. 
4.  Too much independence. 
5.  Too much dependence on others. 
6.  Not seeking the truth. 
7.  Fear of controversy. 
8.  Pride. 

Reasons we may disagree on interpretation 
(from scripture)

http://studies.travisechols.com/Why%20Christians%20disagree%20on%20spiritual%20matters.pdf
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D. We all need to continually grow in our understanding 

Wayne Grudem gives the following qualifications for understanding 
scripture:

1. Scripture affirms that it is able to be understood but not all at once.
2. Scripture affirms that it is able to be understood but not without 

effort.
3. Scripture affirms that it is able to be understood but not without 

ordinary means.
4. Scripture affirms that it is able to be understood but not without the 

reader’s willingness to obey it.
5. Scripture affirms that it is able to be understood but not without the 

help of the Holy Spirit.
6. Scripture affirms that it is able to be understood but not without 

human understanding.
7. Scripture affirms that it is able to be understood but never completely.

Reasons we may disagree on interpretation 
(from scripture)

How to Interpret the Bible



The text of the Bible communicates objective 
truth that can be understood. Some parts are 
difficult to understand, but not impossible. 
Continued growth in understanding comes 
through praise, prayer, humility, study, and 
obedience. Also, since God used human 
writers to pen his word in human language to 
communicate to human beings, valid 
principles of human language interpretation 
and application should always be observed. 

Summary
How to Interpret the Bible
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